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Alumni  Photojournalists  Paint  Perfect  Pictures 
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Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Depanmeni  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 
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upporting  your ,( 

stal  mission 

Hancock  Bank  salutes  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory  and  its  graduate  students.  Your  scientific  quest 
helps  solve  problems  and  capture  opportunities  with  far-reaching 
benefits — from  better  fishing  to  more  up-to-date  information  on 
coastal  elevations.  Thank  you*  for  braving  the  setbacks  of 
Katrina  to  advance  knowledge  of  the  marine 

1  coastal  resources  that  affect  our 

ilf  South  and  the  lives  of 
all  Americans. 


Hancock  Ban 


Member  FOIC.  Hancockbank.com 


1 10  locations  in  the  Gulf  South 
Hattiesburg:  6052  Hwy.  98  •  2007  Lincoln  Rd. 
•  VSM  Student  Union  (ATM) 
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Your  free  southernmissalumni.com  account  is 
available  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

Tired  of  sending  out  blast  e-mails  informing  friends 
and  family  each  time  your  e-mail  address  changes? 
Take  advantage  of  SouthemMissAlumni. corn's 
forwarding  feature. 

Want  access  to  Facebook.com  but  no  longer  have 
your  usm.edu  e-mail  address?You  can  register 
on  Facebook.com  with  your  new  alumni  e-mail 
address. 


You  can  check  your  e-mail  from  anywhere  in  the  world  at 
SouthernMissAlumni.com — and  it's  free! 

Here's  how  to  register 

^     Go  to  SouthernMissAlumni.com 

R   •    If  you  are  not  a  registered  user  click  the  Register  Now  button 
and  tell  us  about  yourself 

•  If  you  are  a  registered  user  log  on 

•  Once  logged-on  as  a  register  user  click  the  Register  for  E-Mail 
link  in  the  My  E-Mail  section 

•  Accept  the  terms  of  service 

•  Enter  your  desired  e-mail  name 

•  Sign  Up! 
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A  MISSISSIPPI  LEGEND 

Prior  to  her  death  in  December,  Southern  Miss  alumna  Evelyn  Gandy  was 
many  things.  She  was  a  public  servant,  working  for  the  people  of  Mississippi 
in  government  positions  for  decades.  She  was  an  undergraduate  student  at 
Southern  Miss  and  the  only  woman  in  her  1943  class  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Law.  She  was  an  attorney,  and  she  was  a  role  model  for 
women  across  the  state. 


LIFE  THROUGH  THE  LENS 

11  a  picture  speaks  a  thousand  words,  Southern  Miss  has  graduated  some  of 
the  South's  most  colorful  storytellers.  From  blues  music  to  Vietnamese  cul- 
ture, photojournalists  Tim  Isbell,  Ted  Jackson,  Jeff  McAdory,  Marianne  Todd. 
Michael  McCarter  and  Steve  Gardner  have  captured  compelling  images  that 
speak  volumes  about  south  Mississippi,  the  United  States  and  the  world. 


OPEN  DIALOGUE 

Upon  taking  office  in  2007,  University  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  began 
an  intensive  effort  to  tap  the  resources  ot  the  University's  faculty,  students, 
staff,  alumni  and  community  members.  Part  of  that  effort  has  included  a 
Community-Campus  Core  Dialogue  project,  which  identified  the  University's 
strengths  and  its  constituents'  expectations. 


NO.  44  LOOKS  FORWARD 

Over  the  past  few  years,  the  facilities  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  have  improved,  and 
the  expectations  of  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  have  risen.  Nevertheless, 
the  expression  on  the  face  of  No.  44  in  the  third-base  dugout  is  no  different 
than  a  decade  ago. 


46 


ONE  ERA  ENDS,  ANOTHER  BEGINS 

When  new  Head  Football  Coach  Larry  Fedora  walks  the  sideline  oi  Carlisle- 
Faulkner  Field  this  fall,  it  will  be  the  first  time  in  almost  two  decades  that  Jeff 
Bower  will  not  be  calling  the  shots  lor  the  Golden  Eagles.  Bower's  2°  seasons 
as  a  player,  assistant  coach  and  head  coach  ended  m  December,  and  the  legacy 
he  leaves  will  forever  be  a  part  of  Southern  Miss  football  legend. 


FRONT  COVER:  ALUMNI  PHOTOJOURNALISTS  HAVE  TAKEN  SOME  OF  THE  MOST  COMPELLING  IMAGES  EVER  CAPTURED  BY  CAMERA. 

CLOCKWISE  FROM  TOP  LEFT  ARE  PHOTOJOURNALISTS  TIM  ISBELL,  JEFF  MCADORY,  MICHAEL  MCCARTER,  TED  JACKSON, 
\IE  TODD  AND  STEVE  GARDNER— ALL  OF  WHOM  HAVE  BEEN  INDUCTED  INTO  THE  SCHOOL  OF  MASS  COM- 
A'S HALL  OF  FAME. 
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Thanks  to  the  generous  contributions  ol  bouthern  Miss 

alumni  and  iriends,  the  $3  million  Ogletree  House  Campaign 

has  heen  a  resounding  success. 

However,  it  is  not  too  late  to  participate! 

Although  erlorts  to  restore  and  expand  the  racility  have  hegun, 

there  is  still  time  lor  you  to  participate  in  this  important 

project.    Contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  or 

alumni@usm.edu  to  order  your  personalized  brick  paver  that 

will  be  placed  in  the  Phalen  Courtyard  at  the  new  lacility. 

Paver  options  are  available  at  $250  and  $500  until  June  30 

only,  and  your  tax-deductible  contribution  will  help  to  cover 

rising  construction  costs  since  Hurricane  Katrina. 


The  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  & 
Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House 


(notes  from  home 


More  lhan  one  year  ago  in  this  space,  it  was  our  pleasure  to  announce  commitments  and  contribu- 
tions to  the  Campaign  for  the  Restoration  and  Expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  had  surpassed  the 
midpoint  of  a  $3  million  goal.  It  was  no  small  achievement — a  success  we  were  honored  to  be  able  to 
announce  to  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

As  enthusiastic  as  we  were  to  deliver  that  news  to  you,  however,  that  feeling  pales  in  comparison 
to  our  joy  in  sharing  with  you  today  that  we  have  successfully  surpassed  our  $3  million  goal! 

This  is  an  accomplishment  in  which  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  can  take  great  pride.  Over  the 
course  of  three  years  we  have  faced  daunting  obstacles,  most  notably  Hurricane  Katrina.  While  words 
cannot  adequately  express  our  elation  in  having  reached  this  milestone  as  well  as  our  thanks  to  the 
more  than  800  alumni  and  friends  of  Southern  Miss  who  have  contributed  to  the  campaign,  please 
indulge  us  in  making  this  attempt. 

While  history  should  have  proven  to  us  otherwise  years  ago,  we  are  continually  amazed  by  the  love 
of  Southern  Miss  alumni  for  Alma  Mater.  The  impact  of  Hurricane  Katrina  cannot  be  overstated.  Many 
alumni  and  friends  who  have  contributed  to  this  campaign  were  affected,  several  losing  their  homes. 
Their  gifts,  as  well  as  those  from  hundreds  of  alumni  from  across  the  country,  made  a  difference  in  our  ef- 
forts to  protect  and  enhance  this  important  campus  structure.  Included  in  this  edition  of  The  Talon  you'll 
find  an  extensive  list  of  alumni  and  friends  who  each  have  committed  $1,000  or  more  to  the  project. 

In  addition  to  our  contributors,  we  have  been  blessed  with  an  outstanding  campaign  committee 
whose  diligent  efforts  have  not  gone  unnoticed.  These  men  and  women  have  graciously  given  their 
time  to  the  Alumni  Association  and  offered  a  guiding  hand  for  two-and-a-half  years. 

That  being  said,  there  is  still  work  to  be  done.  Our  building  committee,  led  by  Alumni  Association 
Past  President  Randy  Pope,  is  providing  continued  guidance  to  Albert  &  Associates  Architects  and  DC 
General  Contractors  as  the  facility  is  restored  and  expanded  to  nearly  12,800  square  feet.  Just  as  impor- 
tant, there  is  still  time  to  make  a  contribution  or  commitment  to  the  campaign.  As  you  will  recall  we  began 
this  strategic  effort  in  July  of  2005,  but  what  we  could  not  accurately  predict  were  rising  construction  costs, 
largely  due  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  So  in  an  effort  to  ensure  that  every  alumnus  has  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the 
campaign,  and  to  help  cover  the  increased  cost  of  the  project,  contributions  will  continue  to  be  accepted  through  June  30. 

This  edition  of  The  Talon  includes  images  and  details  from  an  event  that  we  anxiously  anticipated  since  we 
began  our  fund-raising  effort  in  2005 — the  groundbreaking  for  the  Ogletree  House  Restoration  and  Expansion 
project.  We  can  recall  few  more  magnificent  days  in  the  history  of  the  Alumni  Association  than  the  one  in  mid- 
January  when  this  event  was  held.  In  the  coming  months  be  sure  you  continue  to  track  construction  through 
photo  galleries  that  will  be  posted  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

While  we  celebrate  the  progress  of  the  project,  we  would  be  remiss  should  we  fail  to  make  particular  mention 
that  the  announcement  of  the  campaign's  success  takes  place  in  the  pages  of  an  expanded  Talon.  You'll  note  that 
this  edition  contains  12  additional  pages  as  well  as  new  graphic  design  elements.  We  think  that  you  will  agree  that 
the  additional  pages  and  enhanced  design  improves  an  already  outstanding  publication. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  support  of  the  Alumni  Association.  Your  membership  dues  and  contributions  to  the 
Ogletree  House  Campaign  continue  to  help  the  Association  in  its  effort  to  take. . . 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


(ZuUu^U^4^ 


Aubrey  Lucas 
Campaign  Co-Chair 


Lou  Ann  Poynter 
Campaign  Co-Chair 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUSJ 


Wolf  Joins  Leadership  Team  as  Vice  President  for  Advancement 


Dr.  David  Wolf  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
has  been  selected  as  the  University's  vice 
president  for  advancement. 

Wolf,  most  recently  assistant  vice 
president  for  development  at  the 
University  of  Alabama,  began  his  du- 
ties at  Southern  Miss  on  Feb.  1  and  is 
overseeing  Foundation  activities  and 
fund  development.  The  selection  ended 
a  three-month  national  search  for  the 
cabinet-level  position. 

"David  Wolf  brings  a  wealth  of  expe- 
rience to  this  position.  He  has  served  in 
a  myriad  of  roles  in  university  advance- 
ment and  comes  to  us  with  high  praise 
from  people  with  whom  he  has  worked. 
He  is  a  man  with  high  energy  and  a 
vision.  I  look  forward  to  having  him  on 
my  team,"  said  Dr.  Martha  Saunders, 
University  President. 


"1  am  honored  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  join  President  Saunders  and  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  I  look 
forward  to  working  with  the  alumni, 
friends,  faculty  and  staff  of  the  University 
in  building  an  exceptional  advancement 
team.  My  family  and  I  are  excited  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Southern  Miss  family  and  the 
Hattiesburg  community,"  said  Wolf. 

Wolf  earned  his  doctorate  from  the 
University  of  North  Texas  and  holds  master  s 
and  bachelor  s  degrees  from  the  University 
of  Texas  at  Arlington.  He  also  is  a  2006 
graduate  of  Harvard  University's  Management 
Development  Program  in  the  Graduate  School 
of  Education  Institute  for  Higher  Education. 

He  has  served  in  a  variety  of  university 
positions  including  director  of  university 
leadership  gifts  and  director  of  athletic 
development  at  Alabama;  vice  president 


for  development  at  Cameron  University  in 
Lawton,  Okla.,  and  director  of  university 
development  at  UT- Arlington. 

He  and  his  wife,  Ashli,  have  two  chil- 
dren, Joseph,  7,  and  Ava  Shaye,  2. 


Geography  information  technology  major  Amanda 

Smith  overlooks  the  Red  Bluffs  on  a  foggy  morning. 

The  Red  Bluffs,  which  is  located  near  Columbia, 

was  one  of  the  stops  for  a  geography  mini-session 

course.  Geography  instructor  Jerry  Coleman 

spent  a  week  teaching  students  in  his  class  called 

Geography  of  Mississippi.  Coleman  and  the 

students  traveled  to  various  cities  within  Mississippi 

to  learn  more  about  the  geography  and  culture 

that  make  the  state  unique. 


College  Offers  Free 
Access  to  Economic  Data 

Mississippi  residents  and  business  leaders 
now  have  free,  instant  access  to  comprehen- 
sive economic  data  for  the  state  of  Mississippi 
and  the  United  States  from  1969-2005  through 
a  new  interactive  Web  site,  thanks  to  the 
Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research  in 
the  College  of  Business  (COB). 

The  COB  announced  the  launching  of 
the  Mississippi  Regional  Economic  Analysis 
Project  at  the  colleges  first  Economic  Outlook 
Conference  in  Hattiesburg  on  Jan.  10.  The  Web 
site,  located  online  at  http://www.pnreap.org/ 
mississippi,  provides  economic  and  demo- 
graphic data  for  all  82  Mississippi  counties,  as 
well  as  for  the  United  States.  The  current  data 
available  runs  to  2005. 

The  software  for  the  project  was  created 
by  Gary  W.  Smith,  director  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Regional  Economic  Analysis  Project, 
and  the  data  was  compiled  by  the  Regional 
Economic  Measurement  Division  of  the  Bureau 
of  Economic  Analysis. 

The  Mississippi  Regional  Economic 
Analysis  Project  will  be  financially  supported 
and  maintained  by  the  Bureau  of  Business  and 
Economic  Research. 
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Centennial  Committee  Appointed,  Begins  Work 


The  committee  that  will  guide 
planning  for  the  grandest  celebration 
in  Southern  Miss  history  has  begun  its 
work  in  preparation  for  the  University's 
Centennial  in  2010.  Led  by  co-chairs 
Dr.  Alvin  Williams,  interim  dean  of  the 
College  of  Business  and  Rex  Kelly,  a 
former  Mississippi  Power  executive  and  a 
past  president  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
as  well  as  honorary  chair  Dr.  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas,  president  emeritus,  the  committee 
will  serve  as  the  oversight  body  for  the 
100th  anniversary  celebration. 


O* 


The  University  was 
founded  as  Mississippi 
Normal  College  by 
legislative  act  on 
March  30,  1910. 
Through  the  years, 
the  institution 
has  been  known 
by  four  names, 
beginning  with 
Mississippi  Normal  College,  then  State 
Teachers  College,  Mississippi  Southern 
College  and  finally  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

"The  Centennial  Committee  will  deter- 
mine and  guide  the  purpose  and  direction 
of  all  Centennial-related  events,"  said 
Jennifer  Payne,  Centennial  Celebration 
coordinator  for  the  University.  "This 


// 


diverse  group  of  individuals  will  help 
shape  a  celebration  that  will  both  honor 
our  institution's  proud  past  and  highlight 
its  promising  future." 

Appointed  by  University  President 
Martha  Saunders,  the  collection  of  50 
individuals  representing  various  con- 
stituencies, including  alumni,  faculty, 
staff,  students  and  administrators,  held  its 
initial  meeting  Oct.  1,  2007,  and  estab- 
lished that  the  Centennial  Celebration  will 
consist  of  a  number  of  events  throughout 
the  2010  calendar  year.  In  addition, 
SOiJTij-  t^e  committee  selected  a  theme 

$Ar  for  the  momentous  celebra- 

tion, "A  Treasured  Past.  A 
Golden  Future." 

"Celebrating  our 


Centennial  is  a  once 
in  a  lifetime  op- 
portunity," Saunders 
said.  "We  have  put 
together  an  outstand- 
ing committee  to  oversee  our  celebra- 
tion. As  the  excitement  grows  and  plans 
develop,  we  lay  the  foundation  for  not 
only  the  celebration,  but  also  the  creation 
of  Southern  Miss  history." 

The  committee  will  meet  bi-annu- 
al ly  throughout  2008  and  2009.  More 
information  can  be  found  at  www.usm. 
edu/centennial. 


Celebrating  our  Centennial  is 
a  once  in  a  lifetime  opportunity/' 

-  University  President  Martha  Saunders 


Call  for  Archives 

In  conjunction  with  the  Centennial  Celebration,  the  University  is  seeking 

notable  archives,  such  as  a  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  The  Student  Printz,  as 

well  as  any  important  photographs,  diaries  or  documents  that  alumni  would 

be  willing  to  donate  to  Southern  Miss.  If  you  have  an  item  you  would  like  to 

contribute  to  University  Archives,  please  contact  Jennifer  Payne,  Centennial 

Celebration  coordinator,  at  601 .266.4095  or  jennifer.l.payne@usm.edu 

or  Diane  DeCesare  Ross,  curator  of  Archives,  Manuscripts  and  Digital 

Collections,  at  601 .266.5592  or  diane.ross@usm.edu. 


Centennial 
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Dr.  Clifton  Dixon  Becky  Montague 

Dr.  Juamta  Sims  Doty  Dr.  Bo  Mo)  gan 

Dee  Ervine  Kirk  Oldenburg 

Dave  Estorge  Dr.  Joe  Paul 

Kristi  Fairley  Bob  Pierce 

Desmond  Fletcher  Randy  Pope 

Richard  Giannini  lade  Reed-Kreis 

Dr  Angie  Godwin  Rusty  Rolison 

Mary  Dayne  Gregg  Dale  Rosado 

Dr  Stanley  Hauer  Diane  Ross 

Verdell  Hawkins  Kenneth  Shearer 

John  Hayman  Dr.  Clemon  Terrell 

Sharon  Herrin  Shelia  White 

Dr.  Eddie  Hollow  a\  Dr.  Andrew  W'iest 

Paige  Howell  Dr.  David  Wolf 

Margie  Jepson  Dr.  Kenneth  Zantow 
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Society  of  Physics  Students  Recognized  as  Outstanding  Chapter 


The  University's  Society  of  Physics  Students  has  been 
selected  as  a  2006-07  Outstanding  Chapter  by  the  national 
Society  of  Physics  Students.   The  Southern  Miss  SPS  is  one 
of  58  chapters  recognized  from  among  700  SPS  chapters  in 
the  national  organization. 

Led  by  Chapter  President  Kileigh  Petuns,  the  group  has 
15  active  members.  The  mam  outreach  program  that  the 
Southern  Miss  SPS  Chapter  participated  in  is  the  Absolute 
Zero  campaign,  which  promotes  low-temperature  physics 
to  high  school  students.    During  2007,  the  Southern  Miss 
SPS  chapter  visited  with  over  500  high  school  students 
from  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  The  chapter 
worked  to  engage  them  m  science  and 
low-temperature  physics. 

The  national  Society  of  Physics 
Students  is  a  professional  associa- 
tion explicitly  designed  for  students. 
Membership,  through  collegiate 
chapters  such  as  Southern  Miss,  is 
open  to  students  interested  in  physics. 


Kileigh  Pefuris  of  Robertsdale,  Ala.,  president  of  the  Sout 

Miss  chapter  of  the  Society  of  Physics  Students,  talks  reo 

with  high  school  students  about  low-temperature  ph) 


Distinguished  University  Research  Professor  Shelby  Thames,  right,  holds  an  early  prototype 
of  an  artificial  heart,  developed  by  Southern  Miss  polymer  science  researchers  in  the  early 
1970s,  as  he  talks  to  Mississippi  Sen.  Roger  Wicker.  Thames  and  other  faculty  members 
briefed  the  senator  on  work  being  done  on  an  $8  million  Department  of  Defense  marine 
composites  project.  Sen.  Wicker,  formerly  the  First  District  U.S.  Representative,  was  appointed 
by  Gov.  Haley  Barbour  in  December  to  fill  the  senate  seat  vacated  by  Trent  Lott. 


Guy  Begins  Post 
at  Alma  Mater 

College  football  Hall  of  Famer  Ray  Guy 
has  returned  to  his  alma  mater  as  a  special 
projects  coordinator  in  conjunction  with  the 
University's  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010. 

Guy,  who  was  a  football  and  baseball 
standout  at  Southern  Miss,  is  assisting  with 
the  preparation  of  events  for  the  year-long 
celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Southern  Miss'  founding  as  an  institution 
on  March  30,  1910.  Working  alongside 
centennial  coordinator  Jennifer  Payne  and 
the  Centennial  Committee  (See  Page  9), 
among  other  duties  Guy  will  serve  as  a 
speaker  at  University-related  events  and 
work  with  the  athletics  subcommittee. 

The  first  pure  punter  to  be  selected  in  the 
first  round  of  the  NFL  Draft,  Guy  played  14 
seasons  for  the  Oakland  Raiders. 
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Tourism  Management  Students 
Use  Las  Vegas  as  Classroom 

When  thoughts  of  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  come  to  mind,  they  may  involve 
wedding  bells,  heart-stopping  shows  and,  of  course,  gaming.  However, 
to  the  four  students  of  the  Casino  Enterprise  Management  course 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  Las  Vegas  has 
become  their  classroom. 

David  Paster,  MBA/MUP/CCM,  an  instructor  with  the  Department 
of  Tourism  Management  for  the  College  of  Business  at  Southern  Miss, 
made  an  agreement  with  the  Golden  Gate  Hotel  and  Casino  to  allow  his 
best  and  brightest  students  to  spend  one  week  in  Las  Vegas  to  conduct  a 
comprehensive  marketing  research  and  analysis  both  internally  and  on 
14  other  competitive  properties  located  downtown. 

The  four  students,  Lisa  Cartwright  of  Long  Beach,  Dana  Shankland 
of  Biloxi,  Erin  Schmermund  of  Gulfport  and  Michelle  Bruce  of  Gulfport, 
spent  seven  days  in  January  compiling  data  and  insight  for  the  case  study, 
including  meeting  with  Golden  Gate  Hotel  and  Casino  owner  Marc 
Brandenburg,  Heather  Sobczak,  marketing  and  promotions  manager,  and 
Scott  D'Angelo,  vice  president  of  marketing  and  other  key  staff  members. 
Further,  the  students  had  opportunities  to  tour  various  hotels,  nightclubs, 
VIP  areas,  concert  venues,  surveillance  rooms  and  also  the  operations  ol 
several  industry  suppliers. 

Using  evaluation  forms  to  gather  information,  the  students  sur- 
veyed each  downtown  casino.  Acting  similar  to  secret  shoppers,  the 
students  rated  each  casino  on  such  items  as  relative  service  levels,  ap- 
pearance, game  mix,  food  and  beverage  outlets,  capacity,  hotel  product 
and  amenities  (e.g.,  spa,  boutiques). 

The  students  will  use  the  spring  semester  to  format  their  research 
into  a  paper  that  will  be  submitted  to  their  instructor  and  the  Golden 
Gate  Hotel  and  Casino.  Casino  Enterprise  Management,  a  gaming 
publication  that  fully  sponsored  the  trip  to  Las  Vegas,  will  publish 
the  students'  findings  in  its  June  issue.  Casino  Enterprise  Management's 
publisher  Peter  Mead  already  printed  in  the  January  2008  edition  a 
study  on  price  point  sensitivity  completed  by  Paster's  fall  2007  Casino/ 
Resort  Financial  Analysis  class. 


From  left  to  right,  Lisa  Cartwright  of  Long  Beach,  Dana  Shankland  of  Biloxi,  Erin 
Schmermund  of  Gulfport,  instructor  David  Paster  and  Michelle  Bruce  of  Gulfport 
stop  to  pose  for  a  photo  in  the  Stratosphere,  which  overlooks  the  city  of  Las  Vegas. 
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Get  the  news. 
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Inauguration  Festivities  Held 


In  the  same  month  that  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  reached  the  98th 
anniversary  of  its  founding,  it  marked 
another  milestone  with  the  inauguration 
of  its  first  female  president. 

In  March,  Dr.  Martha  Dunagin 
Saunders  was  inaugurated  as  its  ninth 
president  in  Bennett  Auditorium  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The  installation 
ceremony  was  the  capstone  of  several 
inaugural  events. 

A  Hattiesburg  native,  Saunders  re- 
turned to  take  the  helm  of  her  alma  mater 
on  May  21,  2007,  as  its  first  female  presi- 
dent. She  previously  was  chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin-Whitewater,  the 
first  woman  to  hold  that  position. 

"It  is  truly  an  honor  for  me  to  be 
selected  president  of  my  alma  mater,"  said 
Saunders.  "The  inauguration  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  express  again  these  senti- 
ments to  our  faculty,  staff,  students  and 
supporters,  as  well  as  to  outline  the  vision 
we,  as  the  Southern  Miss  family,  have  for 
our  great  university  in  the  coming  years." 

The  installation  ceremony  featured  the 
pomp  and  circumstance  of  an  academic 
procession  of  dignitaries,  along  with  a 
keynote  speech  by  Saunders.  Dr.  Joe  Paul, 
vice  president  for  Student  Affairs,  served 
as  master  of  ceremonies. 

An  inauguration  committee  co- 
chaired  by  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  president 
emeritus,  and  Dr.  Stan  Hauer,  professor 
of  English,  worked  since  last  October  to 
make  plans  for  the  festivities. 

"This  is  a  major  event  in  the  history  of 
the  University,"  said  Hauer.  "Dr.  Saunders 
is  the  University's  first  woman  president. 
She's  a  hometown  Hattiesburg  girl  who 


has  gone  away  and  returned  to  take  this 
prestigious  position,  and  we  wanted  to 
celebrate  it  with  style." 

The  ceremony  featured  musica 
selections  by  School  of  Music  instru- 
mentalists, the  University  Singers  and 
faculty  member  Maryann  Kyle.  Southern 
Miss  faculty  members,  along  with  ap- 
proximately 200  delegates  from  uni- 
versities and  colleges,  learned  societies 
and  national  organizations  joined  in  the 
robed  procession.  Three  former  Southern 
Miss  presidents  also  participated. 

Mississippi  Gov.  Haley  Barbour  and 
Lt.  Gov.  Phil  Bryant  were  among 
a  number  of  featured  guests 
who  gave  salutations 
on  behalf  of  the  state, 
alumni  and  University. 
Also  on  the  program 
were  Mississippi 
Board  of  Trustees 
of  State  Institutions 
of  Higher  Learning 
Commissioner  Dr.  Tom 
Meredith,  and  board 
president  Dr.  L.  Stacy 
Davidson  Jr.,  who  administered 
the  investiture  of  office  to  Saunders. 

Another  Southern  Miss  alumnus.  Dr. 
Frank  D.  Brown,  president  of  Columbus 
State  University  in  Columbus,  Ga., 
delivered  a  special  presentation  titled 
"Coming  Home  to  Southern  Miss: 
Reminiscences  of  a  Colleague"  during 
the  ceremony.  Prior  to  her  appointment 
as  chancellor  at  Wisconsin-Whitewater, 
Saunders  was  vice  president  for  aca- 
demic affairs  at  Columbus  State. 


"Dr.  Saunders  is  the  University's  first  woman  president. 
She's  a  hometown  Hattiesburg  girl  who  has  gone  away 
and  returned  to  take  this  prestigious  position,  and  we 
wanted  to  celebrate  it  with  style." 

-  Dr.  Stan  Hauer,  Inauguration  Committee  Co-chair 
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SOUTHERN  MISS 

TRiViA 


Test  your  knowledge  of  Golden  Eagle  baseball  by 
answering  the  questions  below.  Answer  one  or  two  cor- 
rectly, consider  yourself  a  singles  hitter.  Answer  three  or 
four  right,  and  you've  displayed  some  power.  Answer 
all  five  correctly,  and  you  might  want  to  see  if  there  is  a 
job  available  in  the  Athletics  Media  Relations  office. 


1.  Which  player  holds  the  Southern  Miss  career 
home  run  record? 

2.  Which  pitcher  posted  the  most  wins  in  his 
Golden  Eagle  career? 

3.  During  which  season  did  Southern  Miss 
record  the  most  wins  (47)  in  school  history? 

4.  Which  Golden  Eagle  posted  a  school-record 
.453  batting  average  in  1974? 

5.  Which  Southern  Miss  head  coach  posted  the 
most  wins  in  his  career? 

SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  66 


SPRING  2008  ARTS 

CALENDAR 
OF  EVENTS 


now  available  online 
at  www.usm.edu/arts 

Museum  Exhibitions 

Symphony,  Choral 
and  Band  Concerts 

Theatre  Productions 

Dance  Concerts 

Recitals  Galore 


The  Arts  at  Southern  Miss 
www.usm.edu/arts 

AA/EOE/ADAI 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 
Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or 
call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com  for 
the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  information  on 
tickets,  call  601.266.5418,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

March 

29         Downtown  Hattiesburg  Arts  Heritage  Festival 

Downtown  Hattiesburg  /  9  a.m. 

29         Symphony  Season  Concert  featuring  The  Pointer  Sisters 

Saenger  Theater,  Downtown  Hattiesburg  /  7:30  p.m. 


April 


7  Birmingham  Area  Alumni  Chapter  Meeting 

Applebee's  Pelham,  Ala.  /6:30  p.m. 

3  Spring  Dance  Concert  •  Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
Auditorium  /7:30  p.m. 

4  Annual  Student  Art  Show  Opening  and  Awards 
Ceremony  •  Museum  of  Art  /4:30  p.m. 

4  Southern  Miss  Jersey  Night  with  the  Mississippi  Sea 

Wolves  in  Biloxi  •  7  p.m. 

4  Theatre  Presents  Intimate  Apparel  Gilbert  F.  Hartwig 

Theatre  /7:30  p.m. 

10,  12  "The  Marriage  of  Figaro"  •  Mannoni  Performing  Arts 
Center  /7:30  p.m. 

11-13    EagleFest  Weekend  •  Golden  Eagle  Baseball  and  Spring 
Football  Game 

17         Thorton  Wilder's  "Our  Town"  Martha  R  Tatum  Theatre  / 
7:30  p.m. 

22         Southern  Chorale/Chamber  Singers  Concert  Parkway 

Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  Hattiesburg  /  7:30 
p.m. 

25         Spring  Jazz  Concert  •  Hattiesburg  campus.  Bennett 
Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 


May 


2-3        2008  Golden  Grad  Reunion  •  Hattiesburg  campus 

29         Museum  of  Art  presents  the  Permanent  Collection 

Hattiesburg  campus.  Museum  ot  An  /4  p.m. 


For  a  Soul 
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Lena  Young  d&  Grummond: 


With  a 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90  •  Images  courtesy  of  the  de  Grummond  Children's 
Literature  Research  Collection,  McCain  Library  and  Archives 

The  Dream 

Where  can  you  find  a  1503  edition  of  Aesop's  Fables,  a  1790 
board  game  titled  "The  Game  of  Human  Life"  and  more  than  100  ver- 
sions of  the  Cinderella  story?  All  of  these  and  much,  much  more  can 
be  found  in  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  William  D.  McCain  Library 
and  Archives,  home  of  the  renowned 
Lena  Young  de  Grummond  Children's 
Literature  Research  Collection. 

The  de  Grummond  Collection  is  the 
result  of  one  woman's  dream  to  collect 
original  materials  from  authors  and 
illustrators  of  children's  books  to  use 
as  teaching  tools  for  her  library  science 
students  at  Southern  Miss.  Founded  in 
1966,  the  collection  has  grown  far  be- 
yond its  original  intent,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  such  collections  in  North 
America.  Remarkably,  the  founder  was 
past  the  age  of  65  and  had  "retired" 
after  a  long  and  productive  career  in  the 
fields  of  education  and  librarianship 
when  she  founded  the  collection. 

Dr.  Lena  de  Grummond  came  to 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1965  as  a  professor  of 
library  science,  and  almost  immediately,  an  idea  began  to  take 
shape  in  her  mind.  All  of  her  classes  were  at  night  and  were 
composed  of  dedicated  students  who  worked  full  time.  Some 


drove  as  far  as  100  miles  to  attend  classes.  She  felt  trmi.students. 
that  caliber  deserved  the  best  resources  a  teacher  could  provide. 
In  her  estimation,  that  meant  being  able  to  see  and  touch  original 
materials  created  by  the  authors  and  illustrators  they  were  study- 
ing. A  second,  but  equally  important  motive  was  to  draw  positive 
attention  to  Mississippi,  her  adopted  state. 

In  her  previous  position  as  state  superintendent  of  Louisiana 
School  Libraries,  she  had  become 
acquainted  with  a  number  of  authors, 
and  she  began  writing  letters  to  them  and 
others,  soliciting  any  materials  they  were 
willing  to  donate.  She  felt  that  students 
could  better  understand  the  process  of 
writing,  illustrating  and  publishing  if  they 
could  follow  the  procedure  from  original 
manuscripts  and  drawings  to  galleys, 
dummies  and  editorial  correspondence.  At 
one  point,  she  wrote  as  many  as  100  letters 
per  week  —  all  in  longhand. 

The  first  to  respond  were  Elmer  and 
Berta  Hader,  authors  and  illustrators  of 
"The  Big  Snow",  "The  Little  Stone  House" 
and  "The  Mighty  Hunter".  Materials  were 
soon  arriving  on  a  regular  basis,  and  as 
each  new  parcel  of  "goodies"  arrived, 
they  were  shared  with  students  and  were 
the  highlight  of  de  Grummond's  classes. 
Some  authors  responded  that  they  had  not  saved  anything.  To 
them,  Dr.  de  Grummond  suggested,  "If  you  put  your  materials  in 
the  trash  basket,  please  mail  the  basket  to  us." 

Today,  the  collection  holds  original  materials  from  more  than 
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1,200  authors  and  illustrators,  including  Randolph  Caldecott,  John 
Newbery,  Kate  Greenaway,  H.  A.  and  Margret  Rey,  and  Ezra  Jack  Keats. 
Materials  from  contemporary  writers  are  also  well-represented. 

The  de  Grummond  Collection  is  a  delightful  smorgasbord  that 
appeals  to  the  child  in  everyone.  In  addition  to  manuscript  materials,  it 
houses  two  doll  collections,  a  collection  of  angels,  the  August  Neubert 
Antique  Valentine  Collection  and  more  than  100,000  published  books. 
Among  the  thousands  of  books  are  fables,  folklore,  fairy  tales,  eti- 
quette books,  nursery  rhymes,  primers,  children's  Bibles  and  religious 
tracts,  almanacs,  and  puzzle  and  riddle  books.  From  Aesop's  Fables  to 
contemporary  offerings,  it  is  all  there.  Former  assistant  curator  Anne 
Lundin  aptly  described  the  collection  as  "Mississippi's  own  secret 
garden  of  children's  literature." 

The  collection  is  open  to  researchers,  and  may  be  accessed 
through  the  McCain  Library  Reading  Room.  It  is  utilized  by  schol- 
ars from  across  the  United  States  and  around  the  globe  as  well  as 
Southern  Miss  students  from  all  disciplines.  Annual  events  that  help 
to  promote  the  collection  are  the  Fay  B.  Kaigler  Children's  Book 
Festival,  which  is  held  each  spring,  and  the  Holiday  Book  Preview, 
which  takes  place  in  the  fall.  Initiated  in  1968,  the  Children's  Book 
Festival  hosts  hundreds  of  teachers,  school  librarians  and  others, 
and  features  guest  lectures  and  autograph  sessions  by  noted  authors 
and  illustrators.  The  highlight  of  the  festival  is  the  presentation  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Medallion  to  an  outstanding 
author  or  illustrator,  the  first  of  whom  was  Lois  Lenski  in  1969.  The 
second  recipient  was  Ernest  H.  Shepard,  who  illustrated  Winnie-the- 
Pooh.  Shepard  was  too  ill  to  travel  to  Hattiesburg  for  the  presenta- 
tion, so  Dr.  de  Grummond  delivered  the  medallion  to  him  personally, 
in  England.  "I  just  wanted  everyone  to  be  happy,"  she  said. 


University  Librarian  Dr.  Warren  Tracy  presents  a  plaque 
to  Dr.  Lena  de  Grummond  commemorating  the  10th  anniversary 
of  the  de  Grummond  Collection  on  March  11,  1976. 

▼  Dr.  Lena  de  Grummond  shares  books  from  her  collection 
with  two  children  in  this  1970s  photo. 


The  Holiday  Book  Preview  began  in 
1987,  and  the  two-day  event  provides  a 
forum  to  introduce  new  books  for  children 
and  young  adults.  The  collection  is  further 
promoted  through  traveling  exhibits, 
presentations  by  the  collection's  curator 
and  appearances  by  noted  authors.  An 
exhibit  room  on  the  second  floor  of  Cook 
Library  displays  materials  from  the  col- 
lection, and  items  are  rotated  on  a  regular 
basis.  Needless  to  say,  the  de  Grummond 
exhibits  are  a  popular  destination  for 
elementary  teachers  and  their  students. 

Current  curator  Ellen  Hunter  Ruffin, 
is  quick  to  point  out  that  the  founders 
influence  remains  strong.  To  a  certain 
extent,  collection  development  continues 
in  Lena's  unique  style,  and  she  is  quoted 
frequently  in  correspondence  with  poten- 
tial donors.  Her  memory  is  also  alive  and 
well  among  her  former  students,  some  of 
whom  returned  to  Southern  Miss  in  2006 
for  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  collec- 
tion's founding.  When  asked  for  their 
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First  de  Grummond 
Medallion  (1969)  ▼ 


*  Dr.  Lena  de  Grummond  and  University 
President  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  admire  Allen 
Tiegreen's  illustration  for  Kelly's  Creek  in  this 
1976  photo.  Tiegreen  designed  the  1976  de 
Grummond  Collection  Christmas  card. 


—  Dr.  Lena  de  Grummond  with  author  and  il- 
lustrator Hardie  Gramatky.  The  Hardie  Gramatky 
Papers  are  part  of  the  de  Grummond  Collection. 

(1973) 


Most  recent  de  Grummond 
Medallion  (2007) 


thoughts  regarding 
Dr.  de  Grummond, 
several  said  she 
reminded  them  of 
an  angel,  and  her 
trademark  braid  was 
reminiscent  of  a  halo. 
Those  interested  in 
further  information  regarding  the 
collection  may  visit  the  Web  site,  www, 
lib.usm.edu/~degrum. 

The  Woman 

Lena  Young  de  Grummond  was  born 
April  7,  1900,  in  Centerville,  La.,  to  William  J. 
and  Amy  Etienne  Young.  She  earned  a  bachelor's 
degree  from  the  University  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette 
(1929),  a  master's  degree  from  Louisiana  State  University  (1937)  and 
a  doctoral  degree  from  LSU  (1956).  She  was  married  to  William  White  "Will"  de 
Grummond  Sr.,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  children  —  William  White  de 
Grummond  Jr.  and  Jewel  Lynn  de  Grummond  Delaune. 

From  1937  to  1938  Dr.  de  Grummond  served  as  a  staff  member  of  the 
Louisiana  State  Library  in  Baton  Rouge.  From  1938  to  1949,  she  was  a  teacher 
and  librarian  at  Centerville  (La.)  High  School;  Sulphur  (La.)  High  School; 
and  Terrebonne  High  School  in  Houma,  La.  She  was  state  superintendent  of 
Louisiana  School  Libraries  from  1950  until  her  retirement  inl965.  That  same 
year,  she  accepted  a  position  as  a  professor  of  library  science  at  Southern  Miss, 
from  which  she  retired  in  1970.  She  wrote  How  to  Have  What  You  Want  in  Your 
Future  (1959),  and  co-wrote  four  books  with  her  daughter,  Jewel  Lynn  Delaune: 
Jeff  Davis,  Confederate  Boy  (1960),  Jeb  Stuart  (1962),  Babe  Didrickson,  Girl 
Athlete  (1963)  and  Jean  Felix  Piccard,  Boy  Balloonist  (1968). 

Dr.  de  Grummond  continued  to  solicit  materials  for  the  collection  until 
her  death  in  Williamsburg,  Va.,  on  April  27,  1989.  Her  boundless  energy  and 
extraordinary  zest  for  life  are  best  portrayed  in  her  own  words: 

"It  is  a  glorious  feeling  to  wake  up  in  the  morning  totally  alive  and  ready  for 
living  and  working.  I  often  wake  with  this  thought  from  Psalms  (118:24):  'This 
is  the  day  the  Lord  hath  made;  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.'" 

*  Elizabeth  Harkins,  former  Dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing,  will  be  profiled 
in  the  next  issue  of  The  Talon. 


Dr.  Lena  de  Grummond  in  1989,  shortly  be/ore 
her  death. 
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Symphony  Orchestra  Carries  International  Tune 


With  a  large  corps  of  talented  interna- 
tional students  in  its  number,  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Symphony 
Orchestra  is  indeed  living  up  to  its  motto 
"Bringing  the  World  to  Mississippi." 

More  than  half  of  the  orchestra's  musi- 
cians are  students  from  other  nations,  and 
that's  no  accident:  its  outstanding  reputation 
and  recruitment  efforts  have  lured  talent 
from  across  the  U.S.  and  around  the  globe. 

"International  students  have  been  part 
of  the  University  orchestra  for  a  long  time," 
said  Dr.  Jay  Dean,  director  of  the  Southern 
Miss  Symphony  Orchestra.  "They  tradi- 
tionally come  with  excellent  training 
and  help  us  provide  high  quality  musi- 
cal experiences  for  our  audiences.  They 
also  inspire  all  members  of  the  orchestra 
to  perform  at  an  even  higher  level." 

That  high  level  of  performance  has 
earned  the  orchestra  high  marks  from  some 
of  the  world's  top  musicians.  After  perform- 
ing with  the  orchestra  in  2004's  Concert 
of  a  Lifetime"  in  Biloxi,  world-renowned 
operatic  tenor  Placido  Domingo  said,  "No 
amount  of  advanced  expectation  could 
have  prepared  me  for  what  I  discovered  at 
the  very  first  rehearsal,  a  veritable  treasure 
trove  of  truly  outstanding  young  musicians 
from  so  many  different  parts  of  the  world." 

That's  music  to  Dean's  ears,  who  is 
building  on  that  reputation  as  he  brings 
more  high-profile  musicians  to  perform 
with  the  orchestra  and  for  its  South 
Mississippi  audiences.  Last  fall,  the 
orchestra  hosted  acclaimed  international 
guest  conductor  Jean  Reis  for  a  world 
premiere  of  Barbosa's  Violin  Concerto  lor 
the  concert  "Brasilia." 

Talent  from  around  the  globe 

In  its  87-year  history,  the  orchestra  has 
benefited  from  the  contributions  of  tal- 
ented student  musicians  from  all  over  the 
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world.  Currently,  the  orchestra  includes 
students  from  Mexico,  Chile,  Honduras, 
Cuba,  Venezuela,  Argentina,  Bolivia  Peru, 
Brazil  and  Paraguay. 

"We  have  also  had  students  from  as 
far  away  as  Japan,  Russia,  China  and 
Bulgaria,  among  other  countries,  who  have 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  orchestra 
over  the  years." 

Because  of  the  strong  representation 
of  international  students  in  its  lineup, 
Dean  believes  the  orchestra  is  a  reflection 
of  Southern  Miss'  position  not  only  as  a 
university  for  South  Mississippi  and  the 
nation,  but  lor  the  world.  "And  I  think 
we're  doing  that  through  our  students, 
faculty  and  our  internationally  known 
guest  artists,"  Dean  said. 

"If  we  aren't  leading  the  pack,  we're 
certainly  very  much  a  part  of  that  group." 

For  12  years,  Dean  regularly  held 
auditions  in  Mexico  City  as  part  of  his 
worldwide  recruitment  efforts,  and  is 

expanding  his  search  for  talent  by 
putting  together  a  new  study  abroad 
program  in  Italy  for  opera  singers. 
He  recently  went  to  Rome  to  make 


arrangements  to  establish  the  two-week 
program,  set  to  begin  in  2009. 

The  universal  language  of  music 

Alejandro  Drago  of  Argentina,  a  mem- 
ber ot  the  orchestra  and  a  doctoral  student 
in  violin  performance  at  Southern  Miss, 
said  International  Education's  English 
Language  Institute  also  factors  prominent- 
ly in  the  decision  of  international  students 
to  attend  the  University. 

Now  in  its  60th  year  at  Southern 
Miss,  the  ELI  provides  English  instruc- 
tion to  students  who  are  speakers  of  other 
languages,  and  helps  them  learn  more 
about  American  culture  as  well  as  that  ol 
Mississippi  and  the  South. 

"One  ol  the  keys  to  bringing  compe- 
tent, talented  musicians  from  all  over  the 
world  is  to  give  them  the  ability  to  become 
proficient  in  English  in  order  to  move  on 
and  be  successful  in  their  degree  pro- 
grams," Drago  said. 

Dean  concurs.  "Many  of  those  enrolled 
in  the  English  Language  Institute  pro- 
grams are  here  to  study  music,  and  the  ELI 
is  crucial  to  their  success."  he  said. 


"If  we  aren't  leading  the  pack,  we're 
certainly  very  much  a  part  of  that  group/' 

Dr.  Jay  Dean,  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra 
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Theatre  Invited  to  Regional  Festival 

For  the  second  time  in  the  last  three  years,  the  Department  of 
Theatre  and  Dance  received  word  that  its  fall  semester  produc- 
tion of  "Doubt"  was  invited  to  perform  at  the  Kennedy  Center 
American  College  Theater  Festival  (KCACTF)  regional  conference 
February  5-10,  2008,  at  Clemson  University  in  South  Carolina. 

John  Patrick  Shanley's  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  play  "Doubt,"  a 
story  of  suspicion  and  moral  uncertainty,  was  the  first  mamstage 
production  for  the  theater  department  in  October  2007  and  di- 
rected by  Professor  of  Theatre  Monica  Hayes.  After  its  appearance 
at  regional,  the  department  awaited  notification  from  KCACTF  if 
the  show  will  advance  to  the  national  stage  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Only  five  productions  nationwide  receive  this  honor. 

The  show  began  its  journey  at  the  Mississippi  KCACTF  festival 
in  Gulfport  in  November,  where  it  received  a  "highly  recommend- 
ed" nomination  for  the  Region  IV  KCACTF  festival.  In  addition, 
each  of  the  four  cast  actors  received  Irene  Ryan  nominations,  a 
scholarship  program  named  after  the  late  actress  who  played  the 
lovable  and  feisty  'Granny  Clampett'  in 
"The  Beverly  Hillbillies." 

The  show's  cast  comprises  Dallas 
Tate  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  Ardice  Cotter  of 
Mobile,  Ala.,  Shelby  Cade  of  Greenwood 
andJe'Nae  Howard  of  New  Orleans. 

In  addition  to  the  cast's  award  nominations,  several  mem- 
bers of  the  design  team  were  nominated  for  the  Barbizon  design 
awards,  including  Shana  Solomon,  scenic  designer;  Chelsey 
Schuller,  costume  designer;  and  Daniel  Black,  lighting  designer. 

Other  technical  staff  nominations  included  Rickey  Noto, 
sound  design,  and  Christina  Griffin,  production  stage  manager. 

"The  entire  'Doubt'  company  did  a  fantastic  job  with  this 
material,"  said  Lou  Rackoff,  department  chair.  "Professor  Monica 
Hayes,  who  directed  the  production,  along  with  the  talented  and 
enthusiastic  actors,  designers,  stage  managers  and  technicians  all 
contributed  to  a  production  that  is  a  wonderful  artistic  achieve- 
ment and  a  provocative  performance. 

Denise  von  Herrmann,  dean  of  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  couldn't 
■      agree  more.  "Our  theater  and  dance 
department  has  the  reputation  of  qual- 
ity productions  and  has  a  proven  track 
record  with  the  ACTF  program,"  she 
said.  "We  support  their  efforts  whole- 
heartedly and  know  they  will  represent  the 
Southern  Miss  community  well." 

At  Clemson,  five  productions,  from  23 
productions  from  10  Southeast  states 
nominated,  presented.  The  conference 
also  provided  students  nominated 
for  Irene  Ryan  performance  awards 
and  Barbizon  design  awards  an 
opportunity  to  share  their 
.  ^^^         work  with  colleagues. 


Alumnus  Receives 
International  Music  Honor 

The  International  Association  for  Jazz  Education 
(IAJE)  has  honored  Tom  Smith  '79  with  the  Jazz 
Ambassador  Award.  The  award  honors  an  IAJE  mem- 
ber who  has  made  a  significant  impact  by  developing 
a  new  or  underdeveloped  country,  region  or  unit. 

Smith  is  a  five-time  Senior  Fulbright  Professor  of 
Music  at  the  Romanian  National  University  of  Music 
in  Bucharest  and  Tibiscus  University  in  Timisoara. 
He  was  also  a  Fulbright  Professional  Specialist  at 
the  University  of  KwaZulu-Natal,  in  Durban,  South 
Africa.  Most  recently,  he  founded  and  coordinated 
the  first  summer  music  camp  and  the  first  western- 
styled  jazz  music  college  in  Romania. 

Currently  an  associate  professor  of  music  at 
Shorter  College  in  Georgia,  Smith  graduated  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1979.  A  noted  jazz  researcher,  Smith 
has  presented  seven  times  at  IAJE  conferences. 
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"Atlantis  Gala"  Named  "Top  Event"  for  07 

Convention  South,  a  magazine  dedicated  to  providing  information  and  news  to  event 
planners,  has  recently  named  the  "Atlantis  Gala"  for  the  Symphony  Orchestra  as  the  Top 
Event  for  2007. 

Organized  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the  Symphony  Orchestra's  Five  in  Five 
Scholarship  Endowment,  the  gala  was  held  Sept.  6,  2007,  at  the  Lake  Terrace  Convention 
Center  in  Hattiesburg.  The  theme  of  the  festival  centered  on  the  mythical  underwater 
kingdom  of  Atlantis,  which  has  been  described  in  Plato's  work  as  a  once  great  naval 
power  which  sank  into  the  ocean  after  a  tailed  attempt  to  invade  Athens. 

The  gala's  planning  committee  transformed  the  Convention  Center  into  a  lavish 
reincarnation  of  the  legendary  Greek  empire,  by  merging  together  ten  football  fields  of 
fabric,  with  massive  inflatable  props,  shimmering  projectors,  video  screens,  lights,  smoke 
and  confetti — all  in  a  single  day's  work. 

Breathing  life  into  the  quaint  aquatic  ambiance,  the  show  featured  an  eclectic  array  of 
spectacles,  including  a  full  orchestra,  dance  band,  Indian  musicians,  circus  performers 
and  actors.  For  more  than  three  hours,  patrons  were  immersed  by  the  sights  and  sounds 
of  this  majestic  lost  world  of  gaiety,  music  and  mirth. 

"The  idea  behind  this  event  was  that  the  attendants  were  not  only  spectators,  but 
they  were  actually  part  of  the  show,"  said  Dr.  John  Lopmto,  event  planner  and  marketing 
and  educational  outreach  coordinator  for  the  Symphony  Orchestra.  "Regardless  of  where 
people  were  sitting,  they  were  ensured  to  have  a  good  perspective  because  the  show 
included  an  array  of  [exhibits],  on  stage,  overhead  and  on  the  floor." 

Lopinto  said  he  was  moved  by  the  energy  and  tenacity  displayed  by  the  gala's  plan- 
ning committee  to  work  within  a  constrained  timeframe  and  make  the  event  successful. 
"This  event  was  all  about  getting  the  right  team  of  people  together  and  putting  plans  into 

action,"  Lopinto  said.  "I've  been  involved 
with  various  committees  on  different 
projects  in  the  past,  but  I  must  admit 
that  the  Atlantis  team  went  beyond  all 
expectations.  I  believe  the  honor  of  being 
named  the  Top  Event'  for  2007  is  truly 
a  recognition  of  their  effort,  as  well  as  all 
the  performers  who  were  involved." 

"It  was  a  pleasant  surprise  to  have  our 
event  recognized  by  industry  experts  in 
event  planning,"  he  added.  "Nevertheless, 
with  this  recognition,  the  bar  has  been 
raised  for  next  year's  gala,  and  our  patrons 
can  look  forward  to  something  new  and 
exciting  as  we  are  already  generating 
exciting;  ideas." 
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Scholarship  Honors 
Memory  of  Alumnus 

When  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Marc 
Moses  passed  away  in  April  2007,  his 
friends  and  family  decided  to  create  an 
everlasting  scholarship  in  his  honor. 

The  Marc  Moses  Scholarship 
Endowment,  established  as  a  tribute  to 
the  Gulf  Coast  native,  will  be  awarded  to 
a  student  with  financial  need.  Since  Marc 
was  a  member  of  Kappa  Sigma  fraternity 
at  Southern  Miss,  preference  will  be  given 
to  a  student  who  is  a  member  of  Kappa 
Sigma  fraternity  from  the  Gulf  Coast. 

To  generate  funds  for  the  endowment, 
a  golf  tournament  was  hosted  by  his 
friends  and  family.  The  inaugural  Marc 
Moses  Memorial  golf  tournament  was  held 
at  Shadow  Ridge  on  October  26. 

"The  Marc  Moses  Memorial  Golf 
Tournament  is  a  tribute  to  Marc,"  said 
Anneas  Moses,  Marc's  father.  "Creating  this 
scholarship  will  help  the  school  that  Marc 
loved  and  that  we  all  love.  If  we  continue  to 
have  success  with  the  event,  and  I  think  we 
will,  the  scholarship  endowment  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  and  will  continue  to  impact 
students  at  Southern  Miss  for  years  to  come." 

Art  and  Design 
Scholarship  Named 
for  Former  Student 

A  new  scholarship  has  been  named  in 
memory  of  Joshua  Lance  Landry,  a  former 
Southern  Miss  student. 

Established  by  parents  Lane  and 
Peggy  Landry,  the  Lance  Landry  Legacy 
Scholarship  will  provide  scholarships  for  stu- 
dents in  the  Department  of  Art  and  Design. 

Joshua  Lance  Landry  passed  away  in 
February  2007  at  the  age  of  20.  He  was  a 
junior  at  Southern  Miss. 

According  to  his  parents,  Lance  had  a 
quick  mind  and  a  wonderfully  witty  and 
wry  sense  of  humor.  "This  scholarship  at 
Southern  Miss  will  be  a  tribute  to  Lance, 
recalling  his  creativity  and  his  compassion 
for  others.  His  positive  attitude  toward 
education  and  the  fields  of  service  will 
continually  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  his 
family  and  many  friends." 


Tisdale  Joins  College  of  Science  and 
Technology  as  Director  of  Development 

College  of  Science  and  Technology  Dean  Rex  Gandy  has 
named  Dr.  James  T.  Tisdale  as  director  of  development. 

Tisdale  has  diverse  experience  in  higher  education, 
including  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  where  he  served  as 
director  of  Corporate  Relations  for  the  School  of  Business  and 
advancement  associate  for  the  Alumni  Association.  He  also 
worked  as  special  projects  coordinator  and  assistant  to  the 
director  for  the  Southern  Miss  Office  of  Public  Relations  from 
1994  to  2000  and  most  recently  as  director  of  development 
for  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 

"I'm  very  happy  to  be  working  with  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology,"  said  Tisdale.  "The  programs  are  strong,  the  administration  is 
solid  and  the  time  is  right  to  begin  building  an  even  stronger  reputation  for  the  college." 

He  earned  two  degrees  from  Southern  Miss,  including  a  doctorate  in  educational 
administration  in  2003  and  a  masters  degree  in  educational  administration  in  1996. 

Tisdale's  family  has  strong  ties  to  Southern  Miss.  His  wife  Heather  earned  her  master's 
degree  in  elementary  reading  from  Southern  Miss.  His  mother,  Martha  Tisdale,  earned 
her  master's  degree  from  Southern  Miss  and  taught  piano  in  the  School  of  Music  for  20 
years.  His  father,  Dr.  Terrell  Tisdale,  earned  his  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Master  of  Education  and 
Doctor  of  Education  degree  from  Southern  Miss.,  has  been  an  adjunct  professor  in  higher 
education  administration,  and  serves  as  a  board  member  of  the  Foundation. 
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Libraries  Receive  $2.4  Million 


While  students  and  faculty  were  enjoying  their  holiday  break,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  libraries  receive  a 
gift  that  will  keep  on  giving  for  years  to  come. 

In  March  2002,  Mary  and  Joseph  "Chip"  Tatum  Jr.  of  Hattiesburg  donated  real  estate  in  Woolmarket,  Miss.,  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation.  Nearly  six  years  later,  the  property  sold  for  more  than  $2.4  million,  all  of 
which  will  benefit  Southern  Miss  libraries. 

"We  are  tickled  to  death  with  the  outcome  of  this  sale,"  said  donor  Chip  Tatum,  who  also  established  a  library  endow- 
ment at  Southern  Miss  in  2002.  "Libraries  change  so  quickly.  It's  not  just  books  anymore.  They  (Southern  Miss  libraries)  do 
a  lot  of  restorations  and  preserving  of  documents  and  there's  a  huge  amount  of  labor  involved.  When  this  idea  was  started, 
we  wanted  to  free  up  dedicated  money  so  the  library  could  focus  on  projects  like  restoration  and  student  programming.'" 

Mary  Sutherland  Tatum,  a  1974 
Southern  Miss  graduate,  has  long  held  an 
interest  in  the  libraries  in  her  community. 
In  addition  to  her  support  of  Southern  Miss 
libraries,  she  has  served  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Public  Library  Board  of  Directors. 

"My  wife  has  been  a  large  supporter  of  libraries,"  said  Tatum.  "When  the  donation  was  solicited  by  Bill  Pace,  former 
executive  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation,  it  was  her  idea  to  designate  the  gift  to  the  library." 

"This  is  the  biggest  gift  we've  ever  received  and  we're  very  excited  about  it,"  said  Sherry  Laughlin,  associate  University 
librarian.  "This  donation  will  be  used  to  meet  the  libraries  greatest  needs  as  it  relates  to  students.  What's  so  great  about  this 
gift  is  that  it's  entirely  flexible;  the  donors  set  it  up  that  way.  It  can  be  used  for  books,  computers,  furniture  -  anything  that 
will  benefit  the  students." 

"When  it  (the  endowment)  was  initially  set  up,  the  donors  also  gave  cash  gifts  in  addition  to  the  Woolmarket  property. " 
said  Laughlin.  "Those  gifts  helped  strengthen  our  student  employee  program.  It  paid  wages  for  student  workers  so  that  we 
could  hire  more  students  and,  essentially,  keep  the  library  open.  One  thing  we  would  like  to  do  is  to  remodel  the  first  floor 
of  the  library  and  expand  our  technologies  and  student  space.  This  gift  can  help  jumpstart  that." 


''This  donation  will  be  used  to  meet  the  libraries 
greatest  needs  as  it  relates  to  students." 

-  Sherry  Laughlin,  Associate  University  Librarian 


Endowment  Created  in  Memory  of  15-Year-Old 

Fifteen-year-old  Rebekah  Elizabeth  Harrison  had  a  big  heart  that  held  a  soft  spot 
for  the  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and  Development. 

Even  though  Rebekah,  who  everyone  knew  as  "Beth,"  passed  away  earlier  this 
year,  she  continues  to  have  an  impact  on  the  Children's  Center  through  an  endow- 
ment established  in  her  name. 

A  few  years  ago  her  parents,  Kevin  and  Wanda  Harrison  of  Heritage  Vision  Center, 
decided  they  wanted  to  do  something  for  a  local  charity.  The  decision  was  sealed  once 
Beth  found  out  that  it  would  involve  children  at  the  Children's  Center.  After  Beth 
died,  her  parents  asked  that  donations  be  made  to  the  Children's  Center  in  her  honor 
in  lieu  of  flowers.  They  received  more  than  $12,000  in  memorial  gifts. 

Keith's  Superstores  also  sponsored  a  benefit  concert  in  September  featuring  the 
renowned  Christian  musical  group,  Avalon.  Held  at  the  Forrest  County  Multi  Purpose 
Center,  the  concert  added  over  $7,000  to  the  fund. 

The  Heritage  Vision  Center  also  contributed  to  the  cause,  donating  $10  for  every 
frame  sold  to  the  center.  For  every  child's  pair  of  eyeglasses  sold,  an  additional  $10 
was  donated.  Each  year,  Heritage  Vision  Center  donates  a  portion  of  its  proceeds  to 
the  Children's  Center. 

With  all  of  these  donations,  the  Rebekah  Elizabeth  Harrison  Endowment  was 
established  with  over  $25,000.  Funds  from  the  endowment  will  be  used  to  help  with 
everyday  expenses  incurred  by  the  center. 

The  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and  Development,  a  United  Way 
agency,  is  an  early  intervention  program  serving  infants,  toddlers  and  preschoolers 
with  disabilities. 


Kevin  Harrison  presents  a  check  to  Margaret  Buttross 

Brinegar,  director  of  the  Children's  Center  for 

Communication  and  Development  and  other  members 

of  the  Children's  Center  Advisory  Board.  The  check 

represents  the  last  $1,500  of  a  $25,000  endowment 

fund  that  will  provide  support  for  the  Children's  Center. 
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Alumni  Celebrate  Success  of  Ogletree  House  Campaign 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  is  celebrating  the 
success  of  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign, 
as  campaign  co-chairs  Lou  Ann  Poynter 
and  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  announced 
in  December  that  commitments  to  the 
campaign  exceed  the  $3  million  goal.  A 
$25,000  commitment  from  Karen  and 
Stuart  Irby  of  Jackson  pushed  the  total 
past  the  goal. 

"We  are  so  grateful  to  the  generous 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  and 
Alumni  Association  who  have  stepped 
forward  to  support  this  important  proj- 
ect," Poynter  said.  "The  campaign  faced 
many  challenges  along  the  way,  includ- 
ing Hurricane  Katrina,  but  the  hard 
work  of  the  campaign  committee  and 
Association  staff  enabled  us  to  overcome 
those  obstacles." 

Groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the 
new  facility  were  held  Friday,  Jan.  18. 
Contributions  and  commitments  will  con- 
tinue to  be  accepted  and  included  in  the 
campaign's  roll  of  donors  until  June  30. 

"This  will  truly  be  a  magnificent  fa- 
cility m  which  all  Southern  Miss  alumni 
can  take  pride,  and  it  will  be  a  fitting 
tribute  to  the  legacy  of  Powell  Ogletree," 
said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the 
Alumni  Association. 

Ogletree  is  credited  with  building 
the  Alumni  Association  into  one  of  the 
top  alumni  associations  in  the  country. 
He  had  a  hand  in  many  of  the  defining 


<i  Golden -Eagle  |' 


events  in  Southern  Miss  history,  includ- 
ing the  institution's  transition  to  univer- 
sity status,  the  mascot  name  change  to 
Golden  Eagles  and  the  establishment  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  and  the  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame.  Upon  his  retirement  in  1987,  the 
University  named  the  Ogletree  House, 
which  served  as  the  University  President's 
home  until  1975,  in  his  honor. 

An  Albert  &  Associates  Architects' 
design,  the  construction  of  which  is  being 
conducted  by  DC  General  Contractors 
of  Hattiesburg,  will  greatly  expand  the 
size  of  the  nearly  100-year-old  existing 
structure  from  6,500  square  feet  to  almost 
12,800.  In  addition,  the  restoration  effort 
will  help  restore  the  facility,  which  is  one 
of  the  Hattiesburg  campus'  five  original 
buildings,  to  its  original  glory. 

"The  Ogletree  House  is  a  Mississippi 
Landmark  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus, 
and  its  restoration  and  expansion  will 
prepare  it  for  another  century  of  useful 
and  significant  service,"  Lucas  said.  "The 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  which 
it  houses,  plays  a  strategic  role  in  promot- 
ing and  protecting  our  University.  This 
mission  will  be  more  effectively  accom- 
plished in  this  much-improved  facility." 

The  Association  launched  the  Ogletree 
House  Campaign  in  July  2005,  when  it 
announced  that  Poynter  and  her  husband, 
Louis,  had  committed  the  campaign's 
lead  gift  of  $500,000,  as  well  as  a  Special 
Level  Gift  commitment  from  alumnus 
Ralph  Simmons.  Over  the  course  of  the 
campaign,  more  than  800  alumni  and 
friends  of  the  University  have  do- 
nated to  the  campaign,  including 
a  gift  commitment  of  $225,000 
from  alumnus  Max  Draughn 


and  his  wife,  Susan,  and  a  commitment 
of  $225,000  from  alumnus  BUI  Phalen  of 
Scottsdale,  Ariz. 

Construction  is  expected  to  last  into 
2009,  and  in  the  interim  the  Association 
staff  is  operating  from  the  second  floor 
of  the  Copy  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus,  located  directly  behind  the 
Powerhouse  Restaurant.  All  Alumni 
Association  contact  information,  including 
staff  phone  numbers  and  e-mail  ad- 
dresses, remains  the  same.  Likewise,  the 
Association's  mailing  address,  118  College 
Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406- 
0001,  and  fax  number,  601.266.4214, 
have  not  changed.  The  Association  can  be 
reached  by  phone  at  601.266.5013  or  by 
e-mail  at  alumni@usm.edu. 


Opposite,  Top  Left:  Alumni  Association 
Coordinator  of  Information  Services  Melissa 
McDaniel,  right,  assists  Frances  Ogletree,  widow 
of  the  building's  namesake,  Powell  Ogletree, 
with  a  corsage. 

Opposite,  Top  Right:  This  group  of  dignitar- 
ies broke  ground  on  the  new  Ogletree  House. 
From  left  are:  Mingo  Tingle  of  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  History  and  Archives;  Dorian 
Shoemake  of  DC  General  Contractors;  larry 
Albert  of  Albert  &  Associates  Architects;  Randy 
Pope,  chair  of  the  building  committee;  University 
President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders;  President 
Emeritus  and  Ogletree  House  Campaign 
Co-chair  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas;  Alumni  Association 
President  and  Campaign  Co-chair  Lou  Ann 
Poynter;  Frances  Ogletree,  widow  of  the  build- 
ing's namesake,  Powell  Ogletree;  University  CFO 
Joe  Morgan;  and  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director 
of  the  Alumni  Association. 


Bottom:  Construction  of  the  new  facility  began  in 
January. 


"This  will  truly  be  a  magnificent  facility  in  which  all 

Southern  Miss  alumni  can  take  pride,  and  it  will  be  a 

fitting  tribute  to  the  legacy  of  Powell  Ogletree/' 

-  Bob  Pierce,  Alumni  Association  Executive  Director 
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Ogletree  house 


Lead  Gift 

Lou  Ann  &  Louis  Poynter,  Haftiesburg,  MS 

MAJOR  LEVEL  GIFTS 

Max  &  Susan  Draughn,  Madison,  MS 
Bill  Phalen,  Scottsdale,  AZ 

Special  level  Gifts 

Leonard  &  Lynn  Busby,  Laurel,  MS 

Gene  &  Karen  Carlisle,  Memphis,  TN 

Lester  &  Jan  Haddox,  Columbia,  MS 

Ralph  Simmons,  Laurel,  MS 

Jon  &  Christy  Thornton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jimmy  &  Jo  Waites,  Laurel,  MS 

Thad  &  Gerry  Waites,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bonnie  &  Lawrence  Warren,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Sponsor  Level  Gifts 

Reed  Allison,  Gulfport,  MS 
Bobby  &  Betty  Chain,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mike  Chancellor, 

Chancellor  Motor  Group,  Laurel,  MS 

Charles  Finnegan,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Lamar  &  Joy  Gillespie,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Curt  &  Virginia  Hebert,  Mandeville,  LA 

Karen  &  Stuart  Irby,  Jackson,  MS 

Marlin  &  Nelma  Ivey,  Kosciusko,  MS 

Ed  &  Lynda  Langton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Morgan  &  Angela  McCarty,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bob  &  Judy  Mixon,  Sumrall,  MS 

Lewis  &  Margie  Myrick,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jim  Payne,  Jackson,  MS 

Liz  &  Larry  Payne,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Son  Rhodes,  Vancleave,  MS 

Robin  Robinson,  Laurel,  MS 

Rotary  Club  of  Hattiesburg,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Greg  &  Susan  Rutland,  Hattiesburg,  MS 


Viking  Range  Corporation,  Greenwood,  MS 
Billy  Tom  Ward,  Lena,  MS 

Supporting  Level  Gifts 

Tommy  &  Karen  Baylis,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mark  &  Pam  Cumbest,  Moss  Point,  MS 

Herman  &  Sharon  Herrin,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mickey  &  Linda  Hudson,  Ellisville,  MS 

The  First,  David  Johnson,  CEO,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bud  &  Virginia  Kirkpatrick,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

John  Lazenby  &  Stacey  Lazenby  Malaret 

Windermere,  FL 

Mississippi  Power,  Gulfport,  MS 

Newman  Lumber  Company,  Gulfport,  MS 

Jeffrey  &  Lynn  O'Keefe,  Biloxi,  MS 

Jan  &  John  Polk,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

David  &  Laurie  Rimes,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jason  &  Mary  Sanderson,  Madison,  MS 

Martha  Saunders  &  Joseph  Bailey,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ken  &  Carolyn  Shearer,  Ridgeland,  MS 
Marvin  &  Susan  Shemper,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Chevis  &  Marcia  Swetman,  Biloxi,  MS 
Charles  &  Diane  Thomas,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Warren  Paving,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

The  Joe  Winstead  Family,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Anonymous,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

PLATINUM  LEVEL  GIFTS 

Gail  &  Larry  Albert,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Rosemary  &  Les  Aultman,  Clinton,  MS 

Dick  &  Diane  Berry,  Mobile,  AL 

Glen  &  Judy  Davis,  Saraland,  AL 

Dwight  &  Virginia  Harrigan,  Fulton,  AL 

Mark  &  Olga  Jackson,  Destin,  FL 

Rex  &  Becky  Kelly,  Gulfport,  MS 

Susan  &  Richard  Long,  Jackson,  AL 

Aubrey  &  Ella  Lucas,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Danny  &  Patty  Mitchell,  Brandon,  MS 


Judy  Bookout  Morgan,  Purvis,  MS 
The  Powell  G.  Ogletree  Family,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bob  &  Kristi  Pierce,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Regions  Bank,  Greg  Garraway,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Susan  &  Robert  Riley,  Sumrall,  MS 

W.  Dayton  Robinson,  Pass  Christian,  MS 

Doug  &  Pam  Rouse,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation, 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bill  &  Penne  Ward,  Mobile,  AL 

Gold  Level  Gifts 

Fred  Adams  Jr.,  Jackson,  MS 

BancorpSouth,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Don  &  Patricia  Benefield,  Gulfport,  MS 

Henry  Conn,  Santa  Rosa  Beach,  FL 

Janis  Campbell  Cooper,  Newton,  IA 

Sarah  Joe  Dabbs,  Quitman,  MS 

Lucy,  Jack  &  Walt  Denton,  Biloxi,  MS 

Don  &  Marilyn  Driskell,  Brookhaven,  MS 

Tom  &  Leslye  Gibbens,  Little  Rock,  AR 

Mark  &  Wendi  Graham,  Petal,  MS 

Hancock  Bank,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Don  Hemeter,  Waynesboro,  MS 

Billy  Hewes,  Gulfport,  MS 

Warren  &  Carolyn  Hood,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Charles  &  Janie  Houser,  Magnolia  Springs,  AL 

Krandell  &  Winnie  Howell,  McComb,  MS 

Paige  &  Debbie  Howell,  McComb,  MS 

James  &  Allen  Hutto,  Petal,  MS 

Robert  &  Barbara  Ingram,  Foley,  AL 

Bob  &  Patricia  Jefcoat,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Paul  Richard  "Rick"  Lambert,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ralph  McDaniel,  Ridgeland,  MS 
Paul  &  Georgie  McMullan,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
Raymond  &  Lois  McMullan,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Joe  &  Meg  Paul,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
W.A.,  Abb  &  Jennifer  Payne,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
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Jack  &  Marsha  Peters,  Lucedale,  MS 

Randy  &  Kathy  Pope,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Tracy  Powell  &  Deana  Drewry,  Nashville,  TN 

Charles  &  Glaniece  Roberts,  Meridian,  MS 

Harry  &  Jan  Ruffin,  Montrose,  AL 

Luke  Schissel,  Greenwood,  MS 

Ray  &  Jo  Anne  Sims,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter,  Hattiesburg,  i 

Sylvia  &  William  Teasley,  Canton,  GA 

Martha  &  Tommy  Thornton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

James  &  Aryln  Trussell,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Trustmark  National  Bank,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Sharon  Walker,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Larry  &  Carol  Watson,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ed  &  Gloria  Williamson,  Philadelphia,  MS 

"Because  Ralph  Simmons  asked  me" 

Hattiesburg,  MS 


Spencer  &  B.J.  Adams,  Mobile,  AL 

Linda  Albritton,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ted  &  Barbara  Alexander,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Wynn  &  Carolyn  Alexander,  Wiggins,  MS 

Randy  &  Cheryl  Alford,  Birmingham,  AL 

Anderson  Retail  Inc./Alan  Anderson 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

Dorrance  &  Carolyn  Aultman,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

B  &  S  Appliance  Distributors,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Alton  &  Kay  Bankston,  Biloxi,  MS 

Brandon  Belote,  Vienna,  VA 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.C.  Bilbo,  Jackson,  MS 

Joe  and  Betty  Boardman,  Gulfport,  MS 

Annelle  Bonner,  Waynesboro,  MS 

Judith  Bostwick,  Albuguerque,  NM 

Wesley  &  Lillian  Breland,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jayne  Perkins  Brown,  Chelsea,  AL 

Phillip  Buckner,  San  Diego,  CA 

Chris  Celiac,  Slidell,  LA 


Claude  Campbell,  Franklin,  TN 

Bill  &  Susan  Carter,  Raleigh,  NC 

Brett  Cassell,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Robert  &  Joyce  Coghlan,  Aberdeen,  MS 

College  Panhellenic  Council,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Milam  &  Betty  Cotten,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Cheryl  Cranford,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Arty  &  Heather  Creel,  Franklin,  TN 

Pat  &  Grover  Cruise,  Laurel,  MS 

William  Daly,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jerry  &  Bethanie  DeFatta,  Petal,  MS 

Jefferson  &  Catherine  Devine,  Chesapeake,  VA 

Richard  Donnell,  Clinton,  MS 

East  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter,  Meridian, , 

Webb  Farish,  Midland,  Texas 

Becky-Sue  Fitch,  Louisville,  KY 

Steve  Frazier,  Clinton,  MS 

Hilton  &  Kimberly  Gillespie,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Harry  &  Marcia  Goff,  Moss  Point,  MS 

Al  &  Jacqueline  Gordy,  Magee,  MS 

William  Grantham,  Gulfport,  MS 

Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Hattiesburg  Medical  Supply,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

David  Hosemann,  Vicksburg,  MS 

Mike  Houpt,  Madison,  MS 

Melanie  Hunsberger,  Tupelo,  MS 

Jeff  &  Peggy  Johnson,  Ames,  Iowa 

Troy  &  Erin  Johnston,  Jackson,  MS 

Kim  Jones,  Bethesda,  MD 

Frances  &  Ray  Karnes,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Tom  &  Susan  King,  Petal,  MS 
Laurel  Metro  Alumni  Chapter,  Laurel,  MS 

Lawrence  Lennon,  Washington,  DC 

Earl  &  Bobbie  Marshall,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Melissa  McDaniel,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Bucky  &  Joy  McElroy,  Monroe,  LA 

Mike  &  Missy  McMullan,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Rose  &  George  McNeese,  Sandy  Hook,  MS 


James  &  Pat  McPhail,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Tanya  &  William  Mearse,  Houston,  TX 

Steve  Moore,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Eugene  Owens,  Laurel,  MS 

Alfred  &  Kim  Pace,  Magee,  MS 

Lyle  Page,  Biloxi,  MS 

Moran  &  Yvonne  Pope,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Edna  Perkins,  Lafayette,  LA 

Greg  Pierce,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Tom  &  Meg  Puckett,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Mike  &  Rebecca  Ratliff,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Andy  &  Shannon  Reed,  Naples,  FL 

Vic  &  Kathy  Roberts,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Kathleen  Rush,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Ron  &  Monica  Russell,  Madison,  MS 

Ben  Samel,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Doug  &  Rhonda  Seidenburg,  Laurel,  MS 

Dale  &  Janet  Shearer,  Ridgeland,  MS 

William  Sheppard,  Picayune,  MS 

Richard  &  Jerry  Simmons,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jason  Skrmetti,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Donald  Smith,  Marietta,  GA 

Roy  Smith,  Sumrall,  MS 

Kenneth  &  Virginia  Stevens,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Fred  &  Mary  Margaret  Tatum,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Frank  Tenerelli,  Chino  Valley,  AZ 

Shelby  &  Shirley  Thames,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jim  Thomas,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jack  Triggs,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Tommy  Vervaeke,  Mandeville,  LA 

Benny  &  Pam  Waddle,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Deborah  &  William  Watts,  Liberty,  MS 

Evelyn  Wellons,  Columbia,  MS 

Bruce  &  Virginia  Wilgus,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Clymer  Wright,  Houston,  TX 

"  List  includes  contributors  of  $1,000  and  above. 
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Ogletree  House  Landscape  to  Feature  Link  to  Gulf  Coast 


When  the  expansion  of  the  home  for 
Southern  Miss  alumni  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus  is  complete,  it  will  teature  an  im- 
portant link  to  the  University's  operations 
on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

A  tree  grown  from  an  acorn  of  the 
Friendship  Oak  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus 
in  Long  Beach  has  been  donated  to  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  by 
alumnus  Mark  Graham  '03  and  his  wife 
Wendi,  and  will  be  featured  at  the  site 
of  the  Ogletree  House  when  the  planned 
restoration  and  expansion  of  that  facility  is 
complete  in  2009. 

"The  Friendship  Oak  is  a  prominent 
symbol  of  Southern  Miss  history  as  we 
move  into  our  second  century  as  an  insti- 
tution," said  Alumni  Association  Executive 
Director  Bob  Pierce.  "Mark's  gift  will  cre- 
ate a  lasting  physical  connection  between 
the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park  campuses." 

The  Friendship  Oak  was  a  sapling  at 
the  time  that  Christopher  Columbus  first 
discovered  the  New  World.  Legend  has 
it  that  those  who  enter  the  shade  of  its 
branches  will  remain  friends. 

Graham,  a  Hattiesburg-area  realtor 


with  Realty  Executives  Inc.,  said  he  and 
his  wife,  Wendi,  and  their  sons,  Jackson 
and  Eli,  collected  several  acorns  from  the 
Friendship  Oak  on  a  visit  to  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  a  few  years  ago.  The  Graham  Oak 
now  stands  approximately  five  feet  tall. 

"We  visited  the  Friendship  Oak  before, 
and  wanted  to  take  our  sons  to  see  it," 
Graham  said.  "We  grabbed  a  few  handfuls 
of  acorns,  put  them  in  pots,  and  began 
to  grow  them.  Obviously,  the  University 
can  go  to  a  nursery  and  buy  a  tree  that  is 
older  and  larger,  but  I  think  the  link  to  the 
Friendship  Oak  is  important." 

The  Graham  Oak  is  one  of  several  that 
will  replace  seven  trees,  most  of  which  are 
diseased  or  rotting,  that  will  be  removed 
from  the  site  during  construction. 

Named  for  longtime  director  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Powell  Ogletree,  the 
Ogletree  House  is  one  of  the  five  original 
buildings  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  An 
Albert  &  Associates  Architects'  design,  the 
construction  of  which  will  be  conducted  by 
DC  General  Contractors  of  Hattiesburg,  will 
expand  the  size  of  the  existing  structure 
from  6,500  square  feet  to  almost  12,800. 


V 


This  free  grown  from  an  acorn  of  the  Friendship 
Oak  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach 
has  been  donated  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  by  alumnus  Mark  Graham  '03  and 
his  wife  Wendi.  Pictured  are  Jackson,  left,  and 
Eli  Graham. 


"Obviously,  the  University 

can  go  to  a  nursery  and 

buy  a  tree  that  is  older 

and  larger,  but  I  think  the 

link  to  the  Friendship  Oak 

is  important." 

-Mark  Graham 


The  Friendship  Oak  on  the  Gulf  Park  Campus  was  a  sapling  at  the  time  that  Christopher  Columbus  first 
discovered  the  New  World. 


26 


MM 


(association  news  (jrrtf) 


Nashville  Alumni, 
Eagle  Club  Welcome 
Athletic  Director 

Nashville  alumni  and  Eagle  Club 
members  gathered  on  Jan.  31,  2008,  at 
Jonathan's  Grille  in  Franklin,  Tenn.,  for  a 
dinner  featuring  athletic  director  Richard 
Giannini  and  an  update  on  the  current 
state  of  Southern  Miss  athletics. 

Ryan  Kelly,  manager  of  constituent 
relations  for  the  Alumni  Association,  be- 
gan the  evening  by  providing  a  University 
construction  update  and  introducing  the 
20,000  in  2010  campaign,  a  multiyear 
membership  drive  with  a  goal  of  20,000 
Association  members  by  the  University's 
Centennial  Celebration.  Dick  Vogel,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  Eagle  Club,  gave  an 
update  on  construction  to  M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium,  Pete  Taylor  Park,  and  Reed  Green 
Coliseum  and  spoke  on  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  athletic  department 
and  the  Eagle  Club.  Finally,  Giannini  up- 
dated the  alumni  gathered  on  recruitment 
and  the  enthusiasm  surrounding  the  hire 
of  new  head  football  coach  Larry  Fedora. 

For  more  information  about  this  event, 
contact  alumni  ambassador  Dana  Luquire  at 
615.715.0057  or  kdluquire@hotmail.com. 

Huntsville  Alumni 
Host  Luncheon 

More  than  40  alumni  and  Eagle  Club 
members  from  Huntsville,  Ala.,  gathered 
at  Grille  29  restaurant  on  Jan.  31,  2008, 
for  a  luncheon  to  hear  athletic  director 
Richard  Giannini  give  an  update  on  the 
current  state  of  Southern  Miss  athlet- 
ics. He  detailed  the  status  of  construction 
of  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium,  Pete  Taylor 
Park  and  Reed  Green  Coliseum.  Giannini 
stated  that  he  is  excited  about  the  growth 
of  Southern  Miss  athletics  and  confident 
that  the  University  will  have  some  of  the 
best  facilities  in  the  nation  once  construc- 
tion is  complete. 

Huntsville  alumni  contributed  $200 
toward  a  raffle  that  will  help  fund  future 
Huntsville  events  and  scholarships  for 
local  students. 


Ronald  E.  Balzli 

James  R.  Blackmon 

Bobby  Glenn  Braswell,  Jr. 

James  &  Kathy  Bruister 

Allison  Dell  Bustin 
Gerry  Cain-Goodwin 

Jason  M.  Driskell 

Stephen  &  Hyang  Ferry 

William  &  Susan  Gantt 

Ryan  Harrod 

Brad  T.  Hensarling 

Glen  D.  Herrin 
Ginny  Warren  Kemp 


Above,  John  Duease,  past  president  of  the  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter,  receives  the  Scott  Caldwell 
award  from  Ryan  Kelly,  the  Association's  manager 
of  constituent  relations,  during  the  2008  Alumni 
Leadership  Conference.  This  award  is  presented  annu- 
ally to  the  outstanding  chapter  president  of  the  year. 

At  left,  the  South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni 
Chapter  was  recognized  as  the  2007  Chapter  of 
the  Year.  The  chapter  held  multiple  successful  events 
in  2007,  including  Eagle  Fanfare,  which  broke  an 
attendance  record  of  more  than  800  attendees. 
Kelly  presented  the  award  to  Mitch  Brent  and  Scott 
Pitts,  chapter  board  members. 


Randy  S.  Khalaf 

John  &  Susan  Kitchin 

Chuck  &  Cindy  Knight 

Robbie  A.  Lucas-Wrigley 

Rusty  &  Sharon  McKinley 

Morgan  West  Paisley 

Jeffry  &  Morgan  Peters 

David  Pumford 

Susan  Steen 

Lesllie  Walker  Stevens 

David  Keith  Underwood 

Kyseta  Warner  Armstrong 

Neil  &  Teresa  Williams 
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Golden  Grad 

Reunion  Set  for  May  2-3 

The  Golden  Grad  Reunion  offers  an  opportunity  for  members  of 
the  Class  of  1958  and  earlier  to  reconnect  with  friends  and  classmates. 
The  Alumni  Association  invites  these  Mississippi  Southern  College 
graduates  to  share  fond  memories  of  their  days  on  campus  and  join  in 
this  third  annual  event. 

"Although  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion  is  a  relatively  young  program  it 
has  quickly  become  a  signature  event  for  the  Alumni  Association,"  said 
Dawn  Smith,  the  Association's  manager  of  programs.  "The  graduates 
always  have  a  good  time,  and  we  expect  the  number  of  attendees  will 
rise  again  in  2008." 

The  reunion  festivities  begin  on  Friday  with  a  welcome  reception 
and  dinner  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Hotel  and  Suites.  Saturday's  events 
include  breakfast  with  president  emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  campus 
tours  and  the  Golden  Grad  Luncheon  and  medallion  presentation. 
Golden  medallions  are  awarded  to  alumni  celebrating  their  50th  or 
greater  graduation  anniversary,  signifying  their  induction  into  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Golden  Circle. 

The  reservation  deadline  for  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion  is  April  23, 
and  the  hotel  reservation  deadline  is  April  18.  For  more  information, 
contact  Dawn  Smith  at  601.266.4218  or  e-mail  at  dawn.smith@usm.edu. 


Hockey,  Southern  Miss  Style 

The  Mississippi  Sea  Wolves  hockey  team  and 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  will  host  Southern 
Miss  Jersey  Night  on  April  4,  2008,  in  Biloxi.  Tickets  for 
the  event  will  be  general  admission,  and  a  special  free 
gift  will  be  given  to  the  first  1,000  fans  to  enter. 

The  Sea  Wolves  players  will  wear  Southern  Miss 
hockey  jerseys.  The  jerseys  will  be  auctioned  off  after 
the  game  with  proceeds  benefiting  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro 
Alumni  Chapter's  scholarship  fund. 

For  ticket  information  contact  Walt  Denton  at 
228.493.7700  or  walt@dentonadv.com  or  Lisa  Palazzo 
at  228.806.2252  or  lpalazzo@palazzocpa.com. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  AWARDS 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

recognizes  those  whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial 

means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward.  The  nominee 

must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 

Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  19,  2008. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 

601.266.5013,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu,  or  use  the  form 

at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  31  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing 
body  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University. 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts 
and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who 
have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to 
the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alumna  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who 

has  made  contributions  of  time  and  effort  to  the  University, 

community  and  their  profession. 

Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of 

their  time  and  talents  throughout  the  years  to  recognize 

outstanding  alumni  support,  professional  achievement, 

loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  who  is  not  an  alum, 

but  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern 

Miss  throughout  the  years. 
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Did  you  know  that 
Southern  Miss  alumni  could 
save  money  on  auto  insurance? 
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You  may  already  know  that  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi  alumni  can  get  a 

special  group  discount  on  auto  insurance 

through  Liberty  Mutual's  Group  Savings 

Plus5  program.  But  did  you  know  that 

you  could  save  even  more  with  a  group 

discount  on  your  home  insurance,  and  a 

multi-policy  discount  if  you  insure  both 

your  auto  and  home? 

To  learn  more  about  all  the  valuable 

savings  and  benefits  available  through 

Group  Savings  Plus,  call  today. 

AUTO 


HOME 


Get  more.  Save  more. 

Find  out  just  how  much  more  today. 

•  Call  1-888-751-5644  and  mention  client  #113257 

•  Go  to  www.libertymutual.com/lm/southernmissalumni 

•  Or  visit  a  Liberty  Mutual  office  near  you 

i 

Responsibility.  What's  your  policy?8 


This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program 

Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  byLiberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA,  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  The  First  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  a-c  :s  a"  a:es  '"5  5e-\e  . 
Street,  Boston,  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer  reporting  agency  and/or  a  motor  vehicle  report  on  all  drivers  listed  on  your  policy  may  be  obtained.  £2008  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  Rights  Rese^ea 
Liberty  Mutual  is  an  Equal  Housing  Insurer. 


Evelyn  Gandy: 

A  Mississippi  Legend 

Southern  Miss  Alumna,  Former  Lieutenant  Governor  Dies 


Prior  to  her  death  in  December,  Southern  Miss  alumna  Evelyn  Gandy  was  many 
things.  She  was  a  public  servant,  working  for  the  people  of  Mississippi  in  government 
positions  for  decades.  She  was  an  undergraduate  student  at  Southern  Miss  and  the  only 
woman  in  her  1943  class  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of  Law.  She  was  an  at- 
torney, and  she  was  a  role  model  for  women  across  the  state. 

However,  perhaps  most  of  all,  Evelyn  Gandy  was  first.  She  was  the  first  woman  editor  of  the 
Mississippi  Law  Journal  and,  after  opening  a  law  office  in  Hattiesburg,  she  ran  successfully  for  a 
seat  in  the  Mississippi  House  ol  Representatives.  Later,  she  became  the  first  woman  to  serve  the 
Magnolia  State  in  five  different  statewide  offices  —  assistant  attorney  general,  commissioner 
of  public  welfare,  state  treasurer,  commissioner  of  insurance  and  lieutenant  governor. 

"Miss  Gandy  s  courage  to  break  down  barriers  for  women,  especially  women  in 
politics,  has  helped  bring  me  here  today,"  said  then-Lt  Gov.  Amy  Tuck  in  her  2001  Spring 
Commencement  address.  Notably,  it  was  Lt.  Gov.  Tuck  who  became  the  second  woman  to 
hold  statewide  office  in  Mississippi,  40  years  after  Gandy  became  state  treasurer.  Gandy 
was  awarded  an  honorary  doctorate  by  then-University  President  Horace  Fleming  at 
that  Commencement  Ceremony.  To  date,  only  four  people  have  been  awarded  honorary 
degrees  from  Southern  Miss. 

Gandy,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  was  a  dedicated 
alumna  and  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

"Southern  Miss  played  a  vital  role  in  preparing  me  for  my  career  in  public  service," 
Gandy  told  The  Talon  in  2001.  "My  training  and  experience  as  a  member  of  our  champion 
debating  team  at  Southern  Miss  have  been  invaluable  to  me  in  both  my  political  and  legal 
undertakings,  and  the  friends  I  have  made  through  the  years  through  Southern  Miss 
have  been  among  my  strongest  supporters  and  colleagues.  My 
dream  is  that  more  of  our  gifted  students  will  be  motivated  to 
prepare  themselves  for  public  service  through  the  outstanding 
academic  programs  at  Southern  Miss,  and  that  they  will  be- 
come leaders  in  our  state's  next  generation  of  public  officials." 

In  2001,  a  political  science  endowment  was  created  in  her 
name.  Gandy  Scholars,  incoming  freshmen  political  science 
majors  who  plan  to  study  law,  receive  the  cost  of  tuition,  room 
and  board,  and  textbooks.  The  award  is  renewable  for  four 
years,  so  long  as  the  student  maintains  a  cumulative  3.25 
grade-point  average.  Contributions  for  the  Evelyn  Gandy 
Scholars  in  Political  Science  may  be  sent  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Foundation,  118  College  Drive,  Box  10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-0001  or  online  at  usm.edu/foundation. 

"The  preservation  of  our  form  of  government  and  the  progress  we  make  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  of  all  our  citizens  have  a  direct  relationship  to  the  leadership  ol  our  public 
officials,"  said  Gandy  upon  the  creation  ol  the  endowment.  "The  education  ol  one  ol  these 
leaders  is  a  priceless  contribution  to  our  future," 

While  Gandy  was  a  tireless  advocate  for  students,  she  was  also  dedicated  to  gender  equality. 

"Our  civilization  will  never  be  truly  refined  until  men  and  women  work  together  in 
every  phase  of  our  society,  including  government  at  every  level  in  lull  equality,  equal 
partnership  and  mutual  respect,"  Gandy  once  said    ^ 


ivelyn  Oandy  hrsts  and  tic 

In  1959,  she  //as  the  first  .. 
appointed  assistant  attorney  genera 

In  1960,  she  became  the  first  woman 
to  hold  the  office  of  state  tre 

In  1972,  she  became  the  fii 
hold  the  office  of  commissioner  of  insurance. 

In  1976,  she  became  the  first  woman  to  hold  the 
office  of  lieuterc 

Recipient  of  the  A~e 
Association's  Margare-  r 

Awarded  the  Lindy  t : 
Women  in  Public  Se_.  :e  :- 


Member  of  the  S: 

Alumni  Hall  ol 


"Our  civilization  will  never  be  truly  refined 
until  men  and  women  work  together  in 
every  phase  of  our  society,  including 
government  at  every  level  in  full  equality, 
equal  partnership  and  mutual  respect." 

-  Evelyn  Gandy 
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.   graduated  some  of  the  South 's  most  colorful  storytellers. 
From  blues  music  to  Vietnamese  culture,  photojournal- 
ists  Tim  Isbell,  Ted  Jackson,  Jeff  McAdory,  Marianne 
Todd,  Michael  McCarter  and  Steve  Gardner  have  captured  com- 
pelling images  that  speak  volumes  about  south  Mississippi,  the 
United  States  and  the  world.  For  five  decades,  these  artists  have 
contributed  a  collection  of  works  that  inspire  the  eye  and  the  soul. 
Through  their  lenses,  time  has  come  and  gone,  but  the  desire  to 
capture  each  moment  has  remained  with  them.  From  hurricanes 
to  war  heroes,  soldiers  to  singers,  these  men  and  women  have 
documented  history  and  forever  preserved  the  images  that  tell  our 
nation's  story.  They  have  earned  recognition  as  experts  along  the 
way  and  won  awards  such  as  Pulitzer  Prizes. 

In  the  fall  of  2007,  these  alumni  were  inducted  into  the  Southern 
Miss  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism  Hall  of  Fame  at  a  pho- 
tojournalism summit  hosted  by  the  school.  Retired  Southern  Miss 
professors  James  Bishop  and  Ed  Wheeler  were  also  inducted. 

"The  Hall  of  Fame  was  created  last  year  to  give  the  School  of 


many  distinguished  graduates,  as  well  as  other  Mississippians 
who  have  contributed  to  the  school  or  to  mass  communication 
and  journalism  in  the  state,"  said  Chris  Campbell,  director  of  the 
school.  "The  six. alumni  photojournalists  all  studied  under  Ed 
Wheeler,  so  it  was  nice  to  honor  them  at  the  same  event." 

The  summit,  held  in  the  Cochran  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus,  featured  talks  by  each  of  the  graduates  about  their 
work  and  careers.  A  silent  auction  was  also  held  that  included 
prints  by  the  Hall  of  Fame  photographers.  Proceeds  benefited 
the  Ed  Wheeler  Photojournalism  Fund  and  the  Damian  Morgan 
Memorial  Scholarship  Endowment,  which  was  established  to  help 
deserving  photojournalism  students. 

"The  costs  of  education  for  students  are  also  continually 
increasing,  and  having  more  money  for  scholarships  is  important 
to  help  recruit  students  to  our  program,"  said  Kurt  Brautigam, 
associate  director  for  the  school.  "If  we  can  get  them  here,  we  can 
help  them  along  the  same  paths  these  stellar  graduates  have  trav- 
eled, hopefully  with  similar  results."  ^ 
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Above:  In  this  photo  by  Tim  Isbell,  Lindey  Bryant  wades  through 
a  sea  of  desert  camouflage  to  hug  the  leg  of  her  father,  1st  Lt. 
Michael  Bryant  as  members  of  the  Headquarters  Company  890th 
Engineer  Battalion  returned  from  a  year  tour  of  duty  in  Iraq. 

Right:  Many  Southern  Miss  photojournalism  alumni  credit  former 
professor  Ed  Wheeler,  second  from  right,  as  instrumental  in  their 
development.  Wheeler  taught  at  Southern  Miss  from  1977  to 
1995,  during  which  time  he  established  the  University's  highly  re- 
garded photojournalism  program.  The  Ed  Wheeler  Photojournalism 
Fund  has  been  established  to  help  deserving  photojournalism 
students.  With  Wheeler  are  photojournalists  Tim  Isbell,  Jamie 
Bates  and  Ted  Jackson. 
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Tim  Isbell's  photographs  following  Hurricane  Katrina 
helped  The  Sun  Herald  win  a  Pulitizer  Prize.  However, 
whether  it  is  a  natural  disaster  or  a  football  game, 
Isbell's  photographs  reveal  the  artist's  keen  eye. 

A.  Nguyen  Thi  Leo  kneels  and  kisses  her  crucifix  of  Christ  during 
a  Stations  of  the  Cross  ceremony  at  the  Church  of  Vietnamese 
Martyrs  in  Biloxi. 

B.  Diane  Holt  places  roses  at  the  grave  of  her  stepfather,  Charles 
Maples  Jr.,  at  the  Biloxi  National  Cemetery.  Maples  was  a 
veteran  of  Korea  and  Vietnam. 

C.  Dianna  Miller  lifts  up  her  heart  in  praise  of  God,  who  she  says 
helped  her  overcome  her  battle  with  breast  cancer. 

D.  A  statue  representing  the  color  sergeant  of  the  13th 
Massachusetts  looks  over  the  foggy  fields  of  Gettysburg,  Pa. 
The  monument  is  said  to  stand  where  the  color  sergeant  was 
mortally  wounded  during  the  first  day  of  fighting. 


Tim  Isbell  '83 

Tim  Isbell  has  been  working  as  a  professional 
photojournalisi  for  24  years.  He  has  worked  for  the 
Brookhaven  Daily  Leader,  The  Sun  Herald,  The  Tuscaloosa 
News  and  The  Natchez  Democrat.  During  the  bulk 
of  his  career  at  The  Sun  Herald,  Isbell  has  served  as 
photographer,  chief  photographer  and  photo  editor. 

During  his  career,  Isbell's  work  as  a  journal- 
ist has  garnered  numerous  awards  including  best 
collegiate  sports  writer  by  the  Mississippi  Sports  Writers 
Association.  Isbell  has  won  four  Picture  of  the  Year 
awards  from  the  Mississippi  Press  Association  and 
the  C.  P.  Liter  award  from  the  Associated  Press  and 
one  Addy  Best  of  Show.  He  has  been  awarded  the  E. 
P.  Wilkes  Award  as  the  best  journalist  at  The  Sun 
Herald.  Isbell  was  part  of  the  newsroom  that  won  the 
2006  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Community  Service  for  The  Sun 
Herald's  coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  its  aftermath. 

Isbell  has  contributed  photos  to  a  number  of 
publications  including  "Hurricane  Katrina:  Eight 
Hours  that  Changed  the  Mississippi  Coast  Forever", 
"Katrina:  Before  and  After",  "Mississippi  24/7",  "Brett 
Favre:  Huck  Finn  Grows";  "48  Hours:  A  photograph- 
ic look  at  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast"  and  "ESPN 
Sportscentury:  Brett  Favre." 

Recently,  he  has  combined  his  profession  with  his 
lifelong  interest  in  the  Civil  War.  "The  Sentinels  of  Stone" 
project  has  produced  two  books  "Gettysburg:  Sentinels 
of  Stone"  and  "Vicksburg:  Sentinels  of  Stone",  which  were 
published  in  2006.  The  project  continues  with  "Shiloh: 
Sentinels  of  Stone"  in  bookstores  since  November  2007. 

A  1983  graduate  of  the  Southern  Miss  journalism 
program,  Isbell  received  his  bachelors  degree  with  an 
emphasis  in  photojournalism.  He  started  his  career  in 
1977  when  he  was  one  of  the  photographers  for  the 
yearbook  at  Provine  High  School  in  Jackson.  He  also 
worked  for  the  Hindsonian  and  Ea^e  while  a  student 
at  Hinds  Community  College  from  1979  to  1981. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  he  worked  on  The- 
Student  Printz  as  a  photographer  and  sports  editor. 
Isbell  was  also  a  photojournalist-in-residence  at 
Southern  Miss  where  he  taught  photo  courses. 

Isbell  is  married  to  Judy  Day  Isbell,  a  1983 
graduate  of  the  Southern  Miss  journalism  program. 
Judy  and  Tim  have  one  son,  Patrick. 
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Ted  Jackson  '56 

While  covering  news,  sports  and  daily  assign- 
ments for  the  New  Orleans  Times-Picayune,  Jackson 
has  chronicled  such  projects  as  the  Desire  housing 
development,  the  fall  of  the  Berlin  Wall,  the  Persian 
Gulf  War,  life  in  Cuba  and  political  upheaval  in  Haiti. 

In  2003,  he  photographed  "LEAP  Year,"  a  local 
story  about  high-stakes  school  testing.  The  photos 
won  the  2003  American  Society  of  Newspaper 
Editors  Award  for  Community  Photojournalism. 

In  1997,  he  was  one  of  a  four-person  team  that 
won  a  Pulitzer  Prize  for  public  service  for  "Oceans 
of  Trouble,"  a  comprehensive  look  at  the  impending 
collapse  of  the  world's  fisheries. 

Through  his  career,  Jackson  has  covered  the 
physical  destruction  and  emotional  trauma  of  earth- 
quakes and  hurricanes,  most  notably,  Hurricane 
Katrina.  For  their  coverage  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  The 
Times-Picayune  staff  won  a  Pulitzer  for  public  service 
and  another  for  breaking  news. 

Inspired  by  mentors  and  friends,  Jackson  first 
picked  up  a  camera  in  college  as  an  adjunct  to  his 
graphic  art  and  discovered  the  power  of  photogra- 
phy. A  resident  of  McComb,  he  is  a  1956  graduate  of 
Southern  Miss.  After  two  years  with  the  Daily  Iberian 
in  New  Iberia,  La.,  he  joined  The  Times-Picayune  in 
New  Orleans  in  1984. 

Ted  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  live  in  Covington,  La. 
He  has  two  sons,  Jeremy  and  Chris;  a  daughter-in- 
law,  Ashley;  and  a  grandson,  Austin. 

A.  Ted  Jackson's  work  for  The  Times-Picayune 
covering  Hurricane  Katrina  helped  that  newspaper 
win  a  Pultizer  Prize  in  2007.  At  right,  above,  Robert 
Green  Sr.  stands  on  the  steps  that  once  led  into 
his  mother's  Lower  9th  Ward  home  in  New  Orleans. 
Green's  mother  died  while  clinging  to  the  roof,  and 
his  granddaughter  perished  in  the  floodwaters. 

B.  Jon  Faslun,  66,  enjoys  the  setting  sun  in  his 
beloved  Tiger  Bayou  near  his  home  in  Gibson, 
La.  Faslun  spent  many  days  of  his  childhood  in 
the  Chacahoula  swamp  along  Tiger  Bayou  picking 
moss  for  the  moss  gin  next  door  to  his  home. 
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Michael  McCarter  '94 

After  an  internship  at  The  Pensacola  News  Journal, 
Michael  McCarter  began  working  for  The  Times  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  as  a  staff  photographer  and  later 
as  assistant  photo  editor.  In  1998,  he  moved  to  The 
Atlanta  Journal-Constitution  as  a  photo  editor.  Later, 
he  served  as  the  features  department  photo  editor, 
the  national  desk  and  Sunday  1A  photo  editor,  photo 
editor  for  special  projects  and  digital  photo  man- 
ager for  AJC.com.  McCarter  was  the  primary  photo 
editor  for  the  AJC's  coverage  of  the  wars  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  a  22-part 
series  on  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  a 
special  section  commemorating  the  life  and  death  of 
Coretta  Scott  King.  McCarter  is  director  of  photogra- 
phy at  The  Cincinnati  Enquirer. 
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Jeff  McAdory  '79 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  in  1979, 
Jeff  McAdory  began  his  career  at  The  Claiion-Lcdgcr/ 
Jackson  Daily  News  as  a  photographer.  In  1983,  he  re- 
ceived a  Guggenheim  Fellowship  and  completed  a  pref- 
ect that  documented  life  in  the  Mississippi  Delta.  Later, 
McAdory  became  a  photographer  at  The  Commercial 
Appeal  in  Memphis  in  1984.  He  was  promoted  to  picture 
editor  in  1989,  and  presently  holds  that  position. 

He  was  named  Photographer  of  the  Year  in  1987 
by  Scripps  Howard  Newspapers.  Mr.  McAdory 
researched  and  edited  the  1993  book  "I  Am  a  Man: 
Photographs  of  the  1968  Memphis  Sanitation 
Strike  and  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr." 
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Steve  Gardner  '78 

Mississippi  bluesman  Steve  Gardner,  based  in 
Tokyo,  Japan,  combines  his  music  with  his  intimate 
photographs  of  the  people  and  place  of  the  blues.  His 


several  books,  including  "Rambling  Mind:  Black  and 
White  Images  of  the  Blues  in  Mississippi."  He  has 
been  a  guest  lecturer  at  Meiji  University  on  Southern 
blues  culture,  photography  and  conversation. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  in  1978, 
Steve  Gardner  went  to  work  as  a  staff  photographer 
at  the  Jackson  Daily  News.  He  relocated  to  Japan  in 
1980  and  has  since  covered  news  events  worldwide. 
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Marianne  Todd  '90 

Marianne  Todd,  an  award-winning  freelancer 
specializing  in  documentary  photography,  began 
her  career  on  staff  with  The  Pensacola  News  Journal 
and  later  the  Meridian  Star.  At  the  time  of  her  induc- 
tion into  the  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism 
Hall  of  Fame  in  2007,  she  was  the  official  photog- 
rapher for  Mississippi  Gov.  and  Mrs.  Haley  Barbour 
and  the  house  photographer  for  Meridian's  historic 
Riley  Performing  Arts  Center. 

Her  work  is  represented  by  Getty  Images  and 
she  also  holds  contracts  with  National  Geographic, 
Time  and  People  magazines,  the  National  Basketball 
Association  and  local  publications  Mississippi  Magazine 
and  the  Clarion-Ledger.  Todd's  exhaustive  coverage 
of  the  historic  civil  rights  trial  of  Edgar  Ray  Killen 
in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  was  published  in  numerous 
magazines,  journals  and  newspapers.  Her  full  color 
traveling  Mississippi  blues  exhibit  titled  "The  Color 
of  Blues,"  opened  in  Mississippi  for  the  Smithsonian's 
American  music  roots  series  "New  Harmonies." 
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A.  Among  the  blues  artists  Steve 
Gardner  has  profiled  are  Jessie 
Mae  Hemphill,  one  of  only  a  hand- 
ful of  tough  touring  blues  women 
who  played  guitar  and  sang. 

B.  Gardner  has  also  featured 
Sam  Chatmon,  legendary 
blues  man  from  Bolton.  He 
lived  in  Hollandale,  and  played 
in  his  family  string  band,  the 
Mississippi  Sheiks. 

C.  Sarah  Vincent  is  studying  the 
blues  in  Clarksdale  as  a  member 
of  the  Blues  After  School  pro- 
gram hosted  by  the  Mississippi 
Delta  Blues  Museum. 


Photo  by  Steve  Ga 


CAI  lTI  ■"**■  MICC 

^^^H      HI  Where  Inspiration  Meets  Innovation  JMMB        ^^k^^k 

JwM  I  I  Ihltll  UlUJ 

CAMPUS  DIALOGUES  CHART  PATH  FOR  THE  FUTURE 


Upon  taking  office  in  2007,  University  President  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders  began  an  intensive  effort  to  tap  the  resources  oi 
the  University's  faculty,  students,  staff,  alumni  and  com- 
munity members.  She  asked  not  only  where  Southern  Miss 
was  as  an  institution,  but  where  it  was  headed. 

With  that  in  mind,  she  initiated  a  Community-Campus  Core 
Dialogue  project  in  an  effort  to  identify  the  University's  strengths 
and  its  constituents'  expectations.  In  conjunction  with  idgroup,  a 
consulting  and  creative  firm  located  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  a  Southern 
Miss  dialogue  team  consulted  more  than  300  participants  mil 
sessions  in  Hattiesburg  and  across  the  Gulf  Coast. 

The  goal  of  the  project  was  to  engage  Southern  Miss  stakeholders  in 
a  pre-strategic  planning  organization  development  process  to  identify 
the  strengths  of  the  University  and  the  aspirations  of  its  constituents. 
Southern  Miss  sent  invitations  to  all  internal  and  external  mem- 
bers of  the  University.  Members  were  able  to  sign  up  for  any  oi  the 
II  sessions  through  an  online  reservation  system. 


Data  generated  during  the  dialogues  were  analyzed  to  define 
key  development  themes.  These  concepts  encompassed  two  focus 
areas  the  research  team  defined  as  forces  of  innovation  and  areas  of 
strategic  focus. 

The  data  gathered  during  the  Core  Dialogue  sessions  produced 
five  forces  central  to  the  core  of  Southern  Miss  including  Spirit  of 
Humanity.  Self-Efficacy.  Collective  Individualism,  Connection  to 
Heritage  and  Tradition  and  Commitment  to  Diversity.  The  four  areas 
of  strategic  focus  represent  areas  identified  by  the  participants  as  key 
to  creating  the  University's  desired  future  These  areas  are  Image 
Development,  Connection  to  the  Community,  Top  Flight  Education 
Experiences  and  Culture  of  Healthy  Minds  and  Bodies 

At  the  end  of  the  initial  information  gathering  process,  a  n  i 
was  released  identifying  key  strengths  of  Southern  Miss,  as  well  as 
stakeholders'  perspectives  about  their  desired  future.  The  leadership 
oi  Southern  Miss  will  use  these  findings  in  the  upcoming  phases 
the  strategic  planning  and  organization  development  process. 
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Who  We  Are:  Five  Forces  of  Innovation 


Spirit  of  Humanity 

Kindness,  compassion,  respect  and  support  for  others 

The  people  of  the  Southern  Miss  community 
radiate  human  dignity,  caring,  warmth,  respect  and 
inner  strength.  Their  actions  speak  volumes.  They  look 
people  straight  in  the  eye,  greet  friends  and  strangers 
alike  and  consider  others'  needs  along  with  their  own. 
They  are  real  and  gracious.  They  reach  out  and  extend 
themselves  not  because  they  expect  something  in  re- 
turn, but  because  it  is  the  right  and  natural  thing  to  do. 


Diversity 

Valuing  &  enjoying  the  diversity  of  students,  faculty  and  staff 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  advances 
academics,  athletics  and  the  arts;  values  teaching  and  re- 
search; offers  multiple  locations;  and  embraces  people  from 
all  walks  and  perspectives  of  life.  The  University  celebrates 
diversity,  honoring  all  people,  departments,  campuses  and 
ideas.  This  translates  into  multifaceted  and  rounded  teach- 
ing and  learning  experiences. 


Self-Efficacy 


a 


A  belief  in  the  ability  to  produce  the  necessary  or  desired  results 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  family  believes  deeply  in 
the  power  of  people.  They  see  the  good  and  the  potential  in  all  people, 
including  themselves.  They  are  forever  striving,  reaching  and  growing. 
Simply  stated,  they  believe  in  their  abilities  to  succeed,  to  perform  and  to 
reach  goals.  The  Southern  Miss  family  possesses  a  tremendous  ability  to 
overcome  obstacles  through  perseverant  efforts  to  emerge  stronger.  They 
bring  a  positive  attitude  to  everything  they  do.  There  is  a  feeling  that  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  arrived. 
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Traditional  culture  that  passes  from  one  generation  to  the 
next,  a  body  of  long  established  customs  and  beliefs  viewed 
as  a  set  of  precedents 

Everyone  affiliated  with  this  university,  whether  it  be 
student,  staff,  faculty,  alumni,  community  resident  or  col- 
legiate fan  has  a  deep  affinity  for  the  school.  People  identify 
closely  with  and  take  great  pride  in  Southern  heritage,  in 
general  and  Southern  Miss  history.  They  appreciate  the 
school's  humble  beginnings  and  hold  steadfast  to  its  bright 
future.  An  overwhelming  majority  of  participants  shared 
that  their  memories  of  Southern  Miss  go  back  to  their  child- 
hood when  they  attended  football  games,  walked  campus 
or  watched  kin  graduate.  Simply  stated,  the  heritage  and 
tradition  of  Southern  Miss  is  infectious,  alive  and  well. 


FIRST       ORDER       THEMES 
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POSITIVE  CORE  STATEMENT 


Community 
Development  Connections 


Top  Flight 
Education 


Culture  of  Health 
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FIRST       ORDER       THEMES 


Collective  Individualism 

Balance  between  the  collective  good  and  what  is  good  for  the  individual 

The  balance  Southern  Miss  stakeholders  strike  between  com- 
munity and  self  is  nothing  short  of  remarkable.  This  group  walks 
the  line  between  these  two  concepts  so  beautifully  that  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  advance  one  without  the  other.  It's  as  if  they've  truly 
created  a  new  category,  which  we've  dubbed  "collective  individu- 
alism," where  each  and  every  person  contributes  and  stands  on 
their  own  merit  while  also  embracing  the  concept  of  community 
and  working  together  for  the  greater  good.  Southern  Miss  is  a 
win-win  for  people  individually  and  collectively. 
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Where  We  are  Going:  Four  Areas  of  Strategic  Focus 


Top  Flight  Education  Experience 

The  Southern  Miss  community  recognizes  the  need  for  technology 
to  achieve  state-of-the-art  status  in  community,  as  well  as  improve  stu- 
dent services,  accessibility  and  unity  among  campuses.  Improvement 
ol  internal  processes  and  systems,  communication  and  management 
styles,  culture-related  attitudes  and  behaviors  will  remove  any  barriers 
to  student  success.  Realizing  the  importance  of  supporting  staff  and 
faculty  and  oflering  services  for  development,  advancement  and  train- 
ing will  further  improve  the  education  experience.  Adequate  facilities 
and  infrastructure  are  also  needed. 

Being  sensitive  to  and  aware  of  diversity  by 
offering  services  for  a  variety  of  students  and 
creating  equal  opportunity  for  all  students, 
faculty  and  staff  regardless  of  race,  gender, 
age  or  academic  status  emphasizes  the  diverse 
culture  Southern  Miss  strives  for.  Increased 
focus  on  research  and  expanded  undergraduate 
and  graduate  research  will  create  a  supportive 
academic  environment. 

Unity  among  campuses  will  be  improved  by 
creating  a  system  that  makes  the  programs  that 
are  offered  at  teaching  site  comparable  to  the 
ones  offered  in  Hattiesburg.  The  system  also 
includes  unifying  the  cultures  of  the  two  cam- 
puses and  improving  relations  between  them. 
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Culture  Promoting  Healthy 
Minds  and  Bodies 

The  desire  to  be  innovative  in  green  practices  and 
engage  in  environmentally  friendly  behavior,  facili- 
ties and  processes  will  push  Southern  Miss  into  the 
environmental  future.  Improving  the  physical  health  of 
the  campus  community  and  being  a  model  for  wellness 
is  also  a  goal. 
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Image  Development 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
possesses  an  external  awareness  and  the  desire 
to  be  at  "the  top,"  or  having  a  high  status  in  the 
regional,  national  and  international  community. 
Increased  visibility  of  Southern  Miss  would  create 
a  positive  image  in  the  marketplace. 


Connection  with 
the  Community 

To  improve  connections  with  the  bigger 
world,  Southern  Miss  will  improve  the  connec- 
tions with  the  external  world.  All  stakeholders 
need  to  increase  involvement  and  self-identifica- 
tion with  the  University. 


y\.     A  total  of  1 1  core  dialogue  sessions  with  a  total  of  more  than  300  hundred 
/^^    participants  were  conducted  at  locations  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 
/\    Participants  represented  various  Southern  Miss  constituencies. 


The  signature  logo's  five  colors  used  in  the  report  compris- 
ing the  eagle's  body  symbolize  the  five  forces  of  innovation. 
Gold  is  for  Heritage  and  Tradition,  blue  represents  Collective 
Individualism,  red  represents  Self-Efficacy,  purple  denotes  the 
Spirit  of  Humanity  and  green  symbolizes  Diversity.  The  eagle 

design  represents  the  intangible  characteristics  that  make 

Southern  Miss  what  it  is,  while  providing  the  energy  to  move 

Southern  Miss  toward  its  desired  future. 

For  more  on  the  University's  strategic  plans  for  the  future, 
visit  usm.edu/strategicplanning/ 


The  Next  Step 
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Baseball 
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.  ver  the  past  few  years,  the  facilities  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  have 
improved,  and  the  expectations  of  the  Southern  Miss  baseball 
team  have  risen.  Nevertheless,  the  expression  on  the  face  of  No. 
44  in  the  third-base  dugout  is  no  different  than  a  decade  ago. 
Make  no  mistake,  Corky  Palmer  is  an  old-school  baseball  coach;  and  old- 
school  coaches  are  fond  of  good  pitching,  solid  defense  and  a  station-to-station 
approach  on  the  bases.  He  is  straightforward  with  the  media  and  his  players. 
He  is  unwilling  to  budge  in  regard  to  the  way  the  game  should  be  played  — 
hard  and  sportsmanlike.  However,  college  baseball  has  become  a  hitter's  game 
in  recent  decades,  as  teams  like  Louisiana  State  have  used  "gorilla  ball"  to  win 
national  championships.  No  doubt  this  movement  has  certainly  forced  more 
than  one  old-school  baseball  coach  to  turn  over  in  his  grave. 

True,  No.  44  is  an  old-school  coach,  but  do  not  confuse  that  with  a  fear  of 
adaptation.  Unlike  some  of  his  veteran  counterparts  in  the  profession,  Palmer 
has  embraced  the  "gorilla  ball"  approach  to  success,  but  only  if  it  suits  his 
squad.  The  result  has  been  a  streak  of 


of  Southern  Miss  baseball. 

"In  2003,  when  we  won  the 
regular  season  and  tournament  titles 
and  hosted  a  regional,  that  was  the 
year  that  got  it  started,"  Palmer  said. 
"We  had  a  drought  prior  to  that  (in 
terms  of  NCAA  appearances).  We  said 
at  the  time  if  we  didn't  build  on  the 
success  we  had  that  year,  it  wouldn't 
mean  much.  Now,  we're  one  of  17 
teams  that  have  been  to  five  straight 
regional s:  We've  created  a  tradition. 
The  players  know  what  is  expected  of  them,  and  the  older  guys  pass  that  along 
to  the  younger  players." 

The  Golden  Eagles  have  established  a  winning  tradition,  albeit  in  a 
number  of  ways.  Some  squads  have  depended  on  bombs  off  the  bais  of  hitters 
like  Jeff  Cook  and  Marc  Maddox,  while  others  have  relied  on  craftsmen  on  the 
mound  like  Shea  Douglas  and  Austin  Tubb.  While  the  style  of  play  matters 
little  to  Golden  Eagle  fans  who  continue  to  show  up  in  droves,  the  Golden 
Eagle  players,  fans  and  Palmer  expect  the  program  to  lake  the  next  step  by 
advancing  to  a  super  regional  and  eventually  the  College  World  Series. 


"In  a  given  year,  with  the  right  circumstances, 

we  have  the  opportunity  to  do  that  (advance  to 

the  College  World  Series).  Six  or  seven  years  ago, 

I  don't  know  if  that  was  the  case.  Of  course  you 

have  to  earn  it,  but  that  is  the  goal. " 

Corky  Palmer.  Southern  Miss  Baseball  Coach 
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more  now,"  Palmer  said.  "In  a  given  year,  with  the  right  cir- 
cumstances, we  have  the  opportunity  to  do  that.  Six  or  seven 
years  ago,  I  don't  know  if  that  was  the  case.  Of  course  you  have 
to  earn  it,  but  that  is  the  goal." 

To  advance  to  a  super  regional  or  College  World  Series, 
Palmer  says  the  Golden  Eagles  must  be  playing  their  best  base- 
ball toward  the  end  of  the  season.  The  head  coach  says  that  in 
2007,  he  felt  the  team  was  as  hot  as  any  he  has  coached  until 
Trey  Sutton's  injury  in  the  Conference  USA  Tournament  effec- 
tively killed  all  momentum  earned  by  winning  12  of  13  games 
up  to  that  point.  Palmer  notes  80  percent  of  teams  thathost 
regionals  advance  to  super  regionals.  "We  didn't  get  it  done  in 
2003,  but  with  our  great  fan  support,  hosting  a  regional  would 
be  a  heck  of  an  advantage." 
In  2008,  the  Golden  Eagles  face  their  toughest  schedule  in  recent  history,  maybe 
of  all-time.  Millions  of  dollars  of  improvements  to  Pete  Taylor  Park  have  added 
luxury  suites  and  a  press  box  to  the  facility  as  well. 

"The  facilities  have  changed,  and  to  recruit  the  kind  of  player  you  need  to  com- 
pete at  a  high  level,  that  had  to  be  done,"  Palmer  said.  "In  the  fall  of  2001,  we  added 
the  new  clubhouse  and  with  the  addition  this  year,  Pete  Taylor  Park,  which  has 
always  been  a  real  showplace,  is  now  one  of  the  best  facilities  around." 

Early  in  2008,  Golden  Eagle  fans  have  shown  their  excitement  for  the  2008  squad, 
as  more  than  15,000  attended  the  season-opening  five-game  homestand  in  February. 

"So  much  of  our  fan  base  comes  from  within  a  40-mile  radius,  Palmer  said. 
We're  fortunate  in  that  there  are  so  many  good  high  school  teams  in  the  area;  one  of 
the  best  players  in  the  league  (Trey  Sutton)  is  from  West  Jones  High  School.  It  is  a 


Palmer  says  the  2008  Golden  Eagles  are  the  best  squad  on  paper  since  2004,  but 
the  success  of  the  season  may  just  depend  on  the  health  of  top  hitters  Sutton  and  James 
Ewing,  as  well  as  pitcher  Todd  Mclnnis.  All  three  entered  the  season  nursing  injuries. 

"I  feel  like  we  have  a  good  club,  but  those  guys  need  to  stay  healthy,"  Palmer  said.  "I 
think  Trey  Sutton  is  one  of  the  best  hitters  in  the  league.  He  hits  for  a  high  average,  and 
he  could  hit  for  more  power  if  he  wanted.  He  is  the  best  pure  hitter  I've  ever  coached." 

Sutton  is  hitting  near  the  top  of  the  Golden  Eagle  lineup  this  season,  with  Brian 
Dozier,  whom  Palmer  says  is  the  best  defensive  shortstop  he's  coached,  hitting  in  the 
second  slot. 

The  pitching  staff  is  anchored  by  a  pair  of  seniors,  Barry  Bowden  and  David 
Clark,  both  of  whom  were  weekend  starters  in  2007.  Mclnnis,  who  caught  the  atten- 
tion of  Eagle  fans  after  a  dominating  win  over  Alabama  early  in  2007,  has  returned 
as  well.  Mclnnis'  back  injury  cost  him  most  of  2007,  but  the  NCAA  granted  him 
a  medical  redshirt.  Palmer  looks  to  a  pair  of  experienced  arms  out  of  the  bullpen, 
Tyler  Conn  andJ.R.  Ballinger.  The  1  lth-year  head  coach  says  the  staff  is  the  strength 
of  the  team.  Jp 
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New  Beginning: 

Youthful  Softball  Squad  Sets  Sights  on  Improvement 


Southern  Miss  has  unveiled  a  new  look  for  its 
Softball  program  for  the  2008  season. 

The  Lady  Eagles,  who  feature  seven  sophomores  and  three  freshmen,  return  a  young 
but  experienced  roster  that  accounted  for  54  percent  of  the  starts  for  the  program  last 
season.  Four  freshmen  and  one  sophomore  each  started  at  least  50  games,  while  two 
underclassmen  were  the  only  players  to  start  in  all  56  games. 

Southern  Miss  first-year  coach  Howard  Dobson  wants  to  take  that  youth  and  combine  a 
new  look  in  an  effort  to  reestablish  the  program  to  national  prominence. 

"When  we  came  in,  we  wanted  to  change  the  team's  mentality,"  Dobson  said.  "In  the 
last  couple  of  years,  the  team's  seasons  didn't  go  as  planned.  So  we  wanted  to  come  in  and 
change  the  mentality  and  the  offensive  philosophy,  as  well  as  the  perception  of  our  team." 
Those  changes  are  seen  in  every  aspect  of  the  program. 

"We  came  in  with  a  new  look,  new  uniforms,  new  shoes,  new  bat  deal,  new  concept,  new 
philosophy  and  put  in  a  blue-collar  type  of  attitude  that  we  will  come  in  and  work  harder  than 
anybody  and  make  a  run  every  year,"  Dobson  said.  "That's  what  we're  going  to  do,  regardless  of 
whom  we  have  in  there  or  who  we  are  playing.  We're  still  going  to  make  runs  every  year  at  the  top. 
We  wanted  to  change  the  mentality  of  our  players." 

Dobson  is  molding  a  team  that  returns  eight  position  player  starters 
and  two  pitchers  who  earned  starting  assignments  in  2007.  Despite  the 
team's  youth,  the  first-year  coach  likes  the  experience  his  team  has  gained 
during  a  majority  of  their  brief  careers. 

"We  are  an  older  team  now,"  Dobson  added.  "We're  still  young,  but  we 
had  so  many  freshmen  last  year  with  game  experience.  We  also  return  a 
majority  of  our  players,  even  though  we  are  a  young  team." 

The  Lady  Eagles  return  their  two  top  pitchers  and  also  welcome  three 


for  the  program,  after  tallying  a  9-24  mark  last  season  in  34  starts.  Also  back 

is  junior  Samantha  Davis  (Rancho  Cucamonga,  Calif.)  who  appeared  in  29 

games  (18  starts)  and  posted  a  7-13  mark. 

All  four  starters  in  the  infield  return,  including  sophomores  Logan 

James  (Hattiesburg)  at  first  base,  Lauren  Castellvi  (Tampa,  Fla.)  at  second 
base,  Jennifer  Fox  (Jackson)  at  third  base  and  Kristin  Chaney  (Little  Rock,  Miss.)  at  shortstop.  James 
batted  .274  in  55  games  started  with  nine  home  runs  and  25  RBIs,  while  tallying  a  .981  fielding 
percentage.  Castellvi  hit  .267  with  six  homers  and  23  RBIs,  and  Fox  notched  a  .213  batting  aver- 
age with  a  pair  of  dingers  to  go  along  with  20  RBIs  in  55  starts.  The  catching  corps  features  junior 
Kristin  Pilgrim  (Metairie,  La.),  who  started  every  game  behind  the  plate,  and  junior  college  transfer 
walk-on  Brittney  Jones  (Holden,  La.). 

In  the  outfield,  Southern  Miss  features  two  returning  starters,  sophomore  Brandi  Alonzo 
(Franklinton,  La.)  in  leftfield  and  senior  Allison  Bullard  (Columbus,  Ga.)  in  ccnierfield. 
Sophomore  Megan  Hill  (Hattiesburg),  who  started  in  every  game  last  season,  mostly  ai  the 
designated  hitler  spot,  could  see  some  action  in  the  outfield  as  well.  Hill  led  the  way  offensively 
last  season  for  the  Lady  Eagles  with  a  .331  balling  average  and  sel  Southern  Miss  freshman 
records  of  13  home  runs  and  41  RBIs.  Alonzo  was  second  on  the  team  in  hilling  at  .310  with 
five  homers  and  23  RBIs.  JP 
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FEDORA  REPLACES  BOWER  AS  HEAD  FOOTBALL  COACH 


"Instead  of  waiting  to  see  what  might  develop,  attack  constantly,  vigorously, 
and  viciously.  Never  let  up,  never  stop,  always  attack."  -Gen.  George  Patton 


With  those  words  Larry  Fedora  greeted  more  than 
1,000  Golden  Eagle  fans  at  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center  as  he  was  introduced  as  the  new  head  foot- 
ball coach  at  Southern  Miss  in  January. 

Since  then  Fedora  Mama  has  reached  epidemic  levels  not  seen 
in  Hattiesburg  since  Eagle  Fever  swept  through  south  Mississippi 
in  the  early  1980s.  Shortly  after  his  hire,  Fedora  compiled  a  staff 
that  included  Tony  Hughes,  who  previously  gained  fame  across 


the  state  as  the  top  recruiter  for  a  university  in  north  Mississippi. 
On  National  Signing  Day  in  February,  Fedora,  Hughes  and  com- 
pany landed  what  is  being  regarded  as  the  top  class  in  Southern 
Miss  history.  That  evening,  Department  of  Athletics  officials 


were  forced  to  turn  more  than  one  Golden  Eagle  fan  away  as  they 
packed  the  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center  in  Hattiesburg  at 
unprecedented  levels  to  offer  their  congratulations. 

The  class  that  had  rivals.com  and  others  placing  the  Eagles' 
catch  that  day  far  ahead  of  its  Conference  USA  rivals  included 
the  state's  top  player,  6-foot-6  receiver  DeAndre  Brown  from 
Ocean  Springs.  To  ink  Brown  Southern  Miss  battled  defending 
national  champion  LSU. 

"When  you  land  a  recruit 
that  is  the  talk  of  the  state,  on 
every  radio  station  and  in  every 
newspaper,  it  is  huge,"  Fedora 
said.  "Anytime  that  happens  all 
you  are  doing  is  building  mo- 
mentum. It  was  not  but  a  couple 
of  days  later  that  (quarterback) 
Bret  Jefcoat  jumped  in  the  boat;  I 
wish  that  would  have  happened 
the  first  week  of  recruiting  to  be 
honest  with  you.  We  are  awful 
happy  to  have  DeAndre  and 
excited  about  what  he  is  going  to 
bring  in  the  future." 

Fedora  says  the  Golden  Eagles 
are  prepared  to  build  on  a  solid 
foundation  left  by  Jeff  Bower, 
who  resigned  in  December  after 
17  seasons  as  head  coach. 

"1  believe  we  should  and  will 
compete  for  conference  champion- 
ships every  year,"  Fedora  said. 
"I  believe  we  should  go  bowling 
every  year.  I  believe  that  each  and 
every  player  should  have  an  opportunity  to  earn  a  degree,  and  we 
will  make  that  happen.  I  believe  the  flagship  university  in  the  state  of 
Mississippi  resides  in  Hattiesburg.  I  believe  we  can  make  the  nation 
recognize  that  there's  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with  at  Southern  Miss." 
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Fedora,  45,  comes  to  Southern  Miss  after  spending  the  last  three 
seasons  as  the  offensive  coordinator  at  Oklahoma  State.  Under  his 
direction,  the  Cowboys  placed  in  the  top  10  in  rushing  yards  per 
game  and  in  the  top  20  in  total  offense  per  game  in  each  of  the 
last  two  seasons.  During  Fedora's  three-year  tenure  at  OSU,  the 
Cowboys  raised  their  rushing,  passing  and  total  offensive  yards 
each  year.  In  2006,  the  Cowboys  were  one  of  just  two  teams — the 
other  being  Boise  State — to  average  over  200  yards  both  rushing 
and  passing. 

Prior  to  his  stint  at  Oklahoma  State,  Fedora  spent  three  seasons 
at  Florida  where  he  served  in  the  role  ol  run  game  coordinator  in 
2002,  perimeter  game  coordinator  in  2003  and  offensive  coordina- 
tor in  2004. 

While  Fedora  has  gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  top,  young 
offensive  minds  in  the  country,  he  is  aware  ol  the  long  tradition  of 
tough  defensive  standout  and  special  teams  aces  who  are  important 
part  of  Southern  Miss  football  history. 


"Southern  Miss  has  a  reputation  across  this  country  of  having 
strong  defenses.  I  know  what  the  Nasty  Bunch  is,  and  we're  going 
to  continue  and  build  on  that  reputation,"  Fedora  said.  "Special 
teams-wise,  this  is  a  phase  that's  going  to  be  a  major  weapon.  Great. 
explosive  plays  can  happen  in  this  phase  of  the  game  because  you're 
stretched  out.  Huge  chunks  of  land  were  exchanged  in  every  phase 
of  special  teams.  That  will  be  something  that  our  team  will  be  pre- 
pared for.  That's  where  big  plays  are  made,  and  that's  what  changes 
momentum  in  a  game." 

As  they  start  the  2008  season,  the  Golden  Eagles  will  take  to  the 
field  of  the  recently  expanded  Rock,  as  construction  of  the  south 
end  zone  project  is  expected  to  be  complete  in  August. 

"I  want  a  team  that  everyone  associated  with  Southern  Miss  will 
be  proud  of,"  Fedora  said.  "To  do  that,  we  need  the  support  of  every- 
one who  bleeds  black  and  gold.  As  a  family  there  is  nothing  we  can't 
accomplish.  Each  of  you  has  a  role  in  this  program.  We  need  you  to 
pack  the  Rock.  The  Rock  can  be  our  fortress.  It'll  be  our  edge.'     !^ 


LARRY  FEDORA 


Born  on  Sept.  10,  1962,  in  College  Station, 
Texas,  Larry  Fedora  is  a  1985  graduate  of  Austin 
College,  where  he  also  received  his  master's  de- 
gree in  1986.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Christi 
Wood,  and  the  couple  has  one  son,  Dillon,  and 
three  daughters,  Sydney,  Peyton  and  Hallie. 

As  a  player,  Fedora  was  a  wide  receiver  at 
Austin  College  from  1981  to  1984.  He  helped 
lead  the  Kangaroos  to  the  NAIA  championship 
in  1981.  He  earned  academic  All-American 
honors  in  1983,  and  honorable  mention  All- 
American  in  both  1983  and  1984.  Fedora  began 
his  coaching  career  as  a  graduate  assistant  at 
his  alma  mater  in  1986.  He  then  served  as  an 
assistant  coach  at  Garland  (Texas')  High  School 
from  1987  to  1990.  Fedora  then  returned  to  the 
collegiate  ranks  in  1991,  serving  as  the  light 
ends,  wide  receivers  and  running  backs  coach 


at  Baylor,  where  he  stayed  until  1996.  He  then 
spent  two  seasons  at  Air  Force  coaching  the 
passing  game  and  wide  receivers. 

Fedora  was  the  offensive  coordinator  at  Middle 
Tennessee  State  University  (MTSUI  from  1999  to 

2001.  In  three  seasons  at  MTSL ',  Fedora's  offense 
averaged  424  yards  of  total  offense,  181  rushing 
yards  and  31  points  per  game.  With  Fedora  as 
their  offensive  coordinator,  the  Blue  Raiders  broke 
43  school  records  over  three  seasons. 

Fedora  spent  three  seasons  at  Florida  where 
he  served  in  the  role  of  run  game  coordinator  in 

2002,  perimeter  game  coordinator  in  2003  and 
offensive  coordinator  in  2004. 

In  2005.  Fedora  headed  to  Oklahoma  State, 
and  the  Cowboys  have  placed  in  the  top  10  in 
rushing  yards  per  game  and  in  the  top  20  in  total 
offense  per  game  in  2006  and  2001 
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When  new  Southern  Miss  Head  Football  Coach  Larry  Fedora  walks  the  sideline  of 
Carlisle-Faulkner  Field  this  fall,  it  will  be  the  first  time  in  almost  two  decades  that 
Jeff  Bower  will  not  be  calling  the  shots  for  the  Golden  Eagles.  Bower's  29  seasons  as  a 
player,  assistant  coach  and  head  coach  ended  in  December,  and  the  legacy  he  leaves  will  forever  be  a 
part  of  Southern  Miss  football  legend. 

To  gain  a  measure  of  the  Bower  era,  the  most  persuasive  evidence  is  factual.  In  Bower 's  17 
seasons  as  head  coach,  the  Golden  Eagles  won  four  Conference  USA  Championships,  graduated 
players  at  a  high  level,  posted  14-straight  winning  seasons,  and  won  multiple  Liberty,  GMAC 
and  New  Orleans  bowls.  Southern  Miss  won  nine  games  four  times  during  his  tenure, 

including  two  9-3  campaigns  in  1997  and  1999,  and  notched  eight  victories  twice. 
The  Papajohns.com  Bowl  in  2007  was  the  sixth-straight  bowl  appearance  for  the 
Golden  Eagles  and  10th  in  the  last  11  years. 

Bower,  a  three-time  C-USA  Coach  of  the  Year,  was  also  named  the  league's 
Coach  of  the  Decade  following  the  2004  campaign.  He  was  a  part  of  the  Southern 
Miss  program  for  29  seasons,  was  a  standout  quarterback  from  1972  to  1975,  an 
assistant  coach  from  1976  until  1981  and  then  again  in  1989  for  a  season.  On  Dec. 
2,  1990,  he  returned  to  Southern  Miss  as  head  coach. 

"My  family  and  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many  fans  that  have  become  a  part 
of  our  family  over  the  years,"  Bower  said  upon  his  resignation  in  December.  "1 
would  also  like  to  say  a  special  thank  you  to  the  many  young  men — both  players  and 
coaches — who  have  joined  me  in  giving  their  all  to  this  program.  I  am  proud  that  we  run 
a  clean  program.  We've  run  it  with  integrity,  we've  won  games,  and  most  importantly,  our 
student-athletes  have  left  Southern  Miss  with  a  degree." 

Perhaps  more  poignant  than  Bower's  words  are  what  others  have  said  about  the  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  member  over  the  years. 

"Jeff  Bower  probably  has  done  as  well  as  anyone  in  the  country  when  it  comes  to 
coaching  college  football.  What  he  has  done  to  build  the  program  at  Southern  Miss 
to  where  it  is  right  now  is  one  of  the  most  phenomenal  jobs  in  college  coaching. 
He  is  a  very  good  friend  of  mine  and  one  of  the  best  coaches  in  college  football." 
-Dennis  Erickson,  Arizona  State  University  Head  Coach 

"Year-in  and  year-out,  Jeff  Bower  has  one  of  the  nation's  most  well-prepared  teams. 
Offense,  defense,  special  teams,  the  Golden  Eagles  have  it  all.  And  Bower's  ability  to 
maximize  talent  might  be  his  best  trait.  Southern  Miss  has  proven  it  can  play  with  the 

"Southern  Miss  has  been  a  significant  part  of  my  life  for 
my  family  and  me  for  a  very  long  time.  To  have  played  here, 
received  my  education  here,  coached  here  and  now  to  have 
a  daughter  who  is  a  student  here  is  a  great  blessing." 

Jeff  Bower,  Former  Southern  Miss  Head  Football  Coach 
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big  boys,  which  means  it  is  one  of  the  nation's  big  boys."  -Tom 
Dienhart,  The  Sporting  News 

"Jell  Bower  is  the  reason  why  USM  is  practically  a  lock  to  al- 
ways be  around  the  top  25  and  a  smart  pick  to  upset  one  of  the  'big 
boys'  every  year.  The  Golden  Eagles  are  why  Conference  USA  loot- 
ball  is  legit.  They  are  aggressive,  hungry  and  always  well-coached. 
Whenever  you  watch  them,  it  always  seems  to  be  a  hard-hitting, 
intense  game,  and  you  expect  the  other  team's  QB  is  going  to  be 
lucky  to  last  four  quarters."  -Bruce  Feldman,  ESPN  the  Magazine 
For  certain  Bower  leaves  a  program  in  better  shape  than  when  he  ar- 
rived. He  led  the  program  for  the  first  time  in  the  1990  All  American  Bowl  in 
Birmingham,  and  he  compiled  a  119-83-1  record  as  head  coach.  The  program 
last  clinched  its  14th-straight  winning  season — the  second-longest  in  the  history 
of  the  school — with  its  16-10  win  over  Arkansas  State  on  the  final  day  of  the 
2007  regular  season.  The  Golden  Eagles  have  the  fifth  longest  winning  streak 
in  the  Division  I  Football  Bowl  Subdivision,  behind  only  Florida  State  (31), 
Michigan  (23),  Florida  (20)  and  Virginia  Tech  (15).  ^ 


EZEZaEEHS 


Jeff  Bower 

Curley  Hallman 

Jim  Carmody 

Bobby  Collins 

P.W.  "Bear"  Underwood 

Thad  "Pie"  Vann 

Reed  Green 

Allison  "Poole/'  Hubert 

John  Lumpkin 

William  B.  Saunders 

William  Herscbel  Bobo 

O.V.  "Spout"  Austin 

B.  B.  O'Mara 

Cephus  Anderson 

A.B.  Dillie 

M.  J.  "Blondie"  Williams 

Ronald  J.  Slay 


(1991-2007) 

119 

(1988-1990) 

23 

(1982-1987) 

37 

(1975-1981) 

48 

(1969-1974) 

31 

(1949-1968) 

139 

(1937-1942,  1946-1948) 

59 

(1931-1936) 

26 

(1930) 

3 

(1928-1929) 

6 

(1924-1927) 

9 

(1921-1923) 

8 

(1920) 

5 

(1919) 

4 

(1914-1916) 

6 

(1913) 

1 

(1912) 

2 

83 

11 

29 

30 

32 

59 

20 

24 

5 

11 

17 

13 

2 

1 

10 

5 

1 


1 

0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
4 
5 
1 
1 

4 
0 
1 

2 
1 
1 
0 


0.589 

0.676 

0.561 

0.613 

0.492 

0.700 

0.735 

0.518 

0.389 

0.361 

0.367 

0.381 

0.688 

0.714 

0.382 

0.214 

0.667 


Editor's  Note:  Southern  Miss  did  not  field  teams  in  the  years  from  1917  to  1918  or  in  the  years  from  1943  to  1945  due  to  war. 
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ATHLETIC  NEWS) 


Guy  Honored 
by  Walter  Camp 
Football  Foundation 

The  Walter 
Camp  Football 
Foundation  has 
announced  the 
recipients  of  three 
major  awards, 
including  its 
Alumnus  of  the 
Year,  Southern 
Miss  graduate  Ray  Guy. 

The  Alumnus  of  the  Year  award  is 
bestowed  on  a  worthy  individual  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  the  pursuit  of  ex- 
cellence as  an  athlete,  in  his  personal  career 
and  in  doing  good  works  for  others.  Guy 
was  one  of  three  football  legends  honored. 
Dick  Butkus  was  honored  with  the  Man  of 
the  Year  honor  and  Frank  Broyles  received 
the  Distinguished  American  award. 

The  major  award  winners  as  well  as 
the  members  of  the  2007  Walter  Camp 
All-America  team-the  118th  honored 
by  the  Foundation — were  recognized  at 
the  organizations  41st  annual  national 
awards  banquet  on  January  12  at  the  Yale 
University  Commons  in  New  Haven. 

The  first  pure  punter  to  be  selected 
in  the  first  round  of  the  NFL  Draft,  Guy 
played  14  seasons  for  the  Oakland  Raiders 
(1973-1986). 

Love  Named  All-C-USA 

Women's  basketball  player  Pauline  Love  has 
garnered  first  team  Conference  USA  honors. 

Love  was  joined  on  the  first  team  by 
UAB's  Diamond  Rogers,  SMU'sJanielle 
Dodds,  UTEP's  Jareica  Hughes  and 
Houston's  Twiggy  Mclntyre  in  a  vote  by 
C-USA  women's  basketball  coaches,  sports 
information  directors  and  selected  media 
members  participated  in  the  voting. 

Love,  a  6-foot  sophomore,  gobbled 
up  practically  every  rebound  in  sight  this 
season  for  Southern  Miss.  The  Luxora, 
Ark.,  native  ranked  seventh  nationally  in 
rebounds  per  game  (11.0).  Love  also  led 
the  conference  in  scoring  (16.8)  and  shot 
46.4  percent  from  the  floor. 
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SPRING  SPORTS 

mm 


19-20 
22-23 


MARCH 


Softball  vs.  UAB  -  Softball  Complex 


APRIL 


Baseball  vs.  Troy  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Softball  vs.  LA-Lafayette  -  Softball  Complex 
Baseball  vs.  East  Carolina  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Men's  Tennis  vs.  Memphis  -  Tatum  Park 
Women's  Golf-  Lady  Eagle  Inv.  -  Canebrake  Golf  Course 
Baseball  vs.  Louisiana  State  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Baseball  vs.  Arkansas  State  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Spring  Football  Game  -  The  Rock 
Baseball  vs.  MS  Valley  State  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Softball  vs.  South  Alabama  -  Softball  Complex 
Softball  vs.  Marshall  -  Softball  Complex 
Baseball  vs.  Mississippi  State  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Baseball  vs.  Houston  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
Baseball  vs.  UNO  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 


Softball  vs.  Central  Florida  -  Softball  Complex 
Baseball  vs.  Memphis  -  Pete  Taylor  Park 
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Help  recruit  a  future  Golden  Eagle  to  your 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


ALUMNI 


Tradition.  Pride.  Loyalty.  Excellence 


ASSOCIATION 


Student  Information 

N  ame 


Current  School 


Mailing  Address. 
E-mail 


Date  of  Birth 


Graduation  Year_ 


Phone . 


Alumnus  (a)  Information 

Name 


Mailing  Address. 
E-mail 


Graduation  Year. 


Relationship  to  the  Student 

Please  also  make  note  that  the  student  is. 


Phone . 


m 


$*- 


toililiHtUt^ 


Alumni  support  is  important 
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(EAGLE  CLUB 


Circle  of  Champions  Reaches  112  Members 

While  the  Golden  Eagles  routinely  post  victories  on  the  rectangles  that  form  the  bound- 
aries of  a  football  field  or  basketball  court,  equally  important  to  the  athletic  department  is 
success  on  a  geometric  shape  of  another  sort.  The  Circle  of  Champions,  a  comprehensive 
membership  program  for  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  top-level  annual  athletic  do- 
nors, has  reached  112  members  with  the  addition  of  Drs.  Alan  and  Melinda  Lucas.  The  main 
purposes  of  the  program  are  to  fund  annual  athletic  scholarships  of  Golden  Eagle  student- 
athletes,  and  to  provide  for  the  continued  modernization  and  growth  of  athletic  facilities. 

The  Lucases  operate  a  dental  practice,  Oak  Grove  Family  Dentistry,  on  Highway  98 
in  Oak  Grove.  Alan  and  Melinda  are  the  son  and  daughter-in-law  of  University  President 
Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  and  his  wife  Ella,  who,  like  her  husband,  is  a  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 

To  be  included  as  a  member  of  the  Circle  of  Champions,  donors  must  commit  to  a 
minimum  of  $10,000  per  year  for  10  years.  Funds  contributed  to  the  Circle  of  Champions 
can  be  directed  by  the  donor. 

Joining  the  Lucases  as  new  additions  to  the  Circle  ol  Champions  are  Herman  and  Sharon  Herrin. 

After  30  years  of  driving  from  Slidell,  La.,  to  support  activities  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
to  attend  the  home  games  for  five  sports,  Herman  and  Sharon  decided  it  was  time  for  a  change. 
Upon  their  retirements,  they  did  just  that,  moving  10  minutes  from  die  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  Herrin  family  has  numerous  ties  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  In 
all,  the  Herrin  family  boasts  seven  degrees  from  the  institution.  While  both  Sharon  and 
Herman  are  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  their  sons,  Layne  and 
Scott,  and  a  daughter-in-law,  Bridget,  are  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  as  well. 

Sharon  and  Herman  are  active  in  the  Wings,  a  support  group  for  Lady  Eagle  bas- 
ketball. Last  year,  Herman  directed  a  successful  inaugural  golf  tournament  providing 
much-needed  funds  for  the  women's  basketball  program.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  for  the  Hardwood  Club  and  a  past  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Foundation,  serving  on  the  Planned  Giving  Committee.  His  work  resulted 
in  his  employer,  The  St.  Paul  Companies,  contributing  $26,000  to  the  Oseola  McCarty 
Scholarship  Fund.  Sharon  is  a  past  president  of  the  Alumni  Association,  current  president 
of  the  Wings  and  a  member  of  the  Athletic  Foundation  Board  of  Directors. 

They  are  also  members  of  the  Patrons  of  the  Arts,  supporters  ol  the  College  of  Business 
and  contributors  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 


Last  Call  on  Club 
Level  Seating 

Time  is  running  out  to  purchase 
seats  for  next  football  season  in  a  pair  of 
sections  of  The  Rock. 

The  Eagles  Nest  Stadium  Club  is 
located  on  the  east  side  of  M.M.  Roberts 
Stadium  between  the  10-yard  lines, 
covered  by  an  overhang.  This  special 
club  level  features  chairback  seating  with 
armrests  and  cup  holders. 

Behind  the  special  seating  area,  there 
will  be  an  enclosed  heated  and  air- 
conditioned  lounge  area  that  will  include 
private  concessions,  restrooms  and  televi- 
sions. The  south  end  zone  suites  and  club 
level  will  have  five  elevators  to  access  the 
east  club  level. 

A  new,  similar  seating  area  in  the  south 
end  zone,  the  Touchdown  Club,  will  be  in- 
troduced In  2008.  This  chairback  seating 
area,  part  ol  the  south  end  zone  expan- 
sion, has  access  to  an  enclosed  concession 
area  and  will  be  an  exciting  place  to  watch 
Southern  Miss  football. 

With  new  head  coach  Larry  Fedora. 
watch  Southern  Miss  take  on  Boise  State 
at  home  this  year  and  get  read) 
exciting  season  . .  watching  from  your  new 
chair-back  seat  at  The  Rock.  If  you  are 
interested  in  purchasing  seats  in  either  of 
these  areas  or  have  questions,  plea-,  t 
net  either  Reggie  Collier  at  601.266  -s-~~ 
or  John  Miller  at  601.266.5399. 


Alumni  welcomed  the  Lac 
SMU  in  January.  Charlie 
Eagle  basketball  players  I 


team  to  a  d 
tion  foi  iphed  basL 
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Whether  a  cold  winter  night  or  a  warm  spring  afternoon  be  sure  to  wear  your  black  and  gold.  When  you  do,  send  photos* 
of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


^  The  University's  Committee  on  Resources  and  Services  for  Women 
honored  President  Martha  Saunders,  pictured  at  left,  during  a  Women's 
History  Month  kickoff  reception  at  the  Southern  Miss  Museum  of  Art.  The 
event  honored  Saunders  as  the  institution's  first  female  president. 


^.   Alumni  Scott  Lanehart  '99  and  Kyle  Smith  '00  visit  with 
Southern  Miss  and  NFL  legend  Ray  Guy  during  the  Baton 
Rouge  Chapter's  Christmas  Party. 


r     Four  Oak  Mountain  High  School  teachers  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  display  their  school  pride  on  "Class  Unity  Day"  during 
homecoming  week  festivities.    From  left  are  Sandra  Rayborn 
Gallups  '81,  Alice  C.  Wright  '05,  Suzanne  Lewis  Dent  '72  and 
Marissa  Ladnier  Rath  '87. 


^r     A  capacity  crowd  enjoyed  the  world  premiere  of  Jay  Weigel's 
"Renaissance  for  New  Orleans"  at  the  St.  Louis  Cathedral  in  New  Orleans, 
featuring  the  University's  Symphony  Orchestra  and  chorus.  The  symphony 
continues  its  long  tradition  of  bringing  the  world  to  Mississippi  on  March  29 
when  it  welcomes  the  Pointer  Sisters  to  Hattiesburg's  Saenger  Theater. 
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Y    Jackson  (Ala.)  Mayor  Richard  Long 
welcomed  new  Jackson  High  School  coach 
Jeff  Kelly,  right,  to  the  city  along  with  JHS 
principal  Kenneth  Harbuck,  left.  Kelly, 
Harbuck  and  Long  are  all  Southern  Miss 
alumni.  Kelly  is  a  former  Seattle  Seahawks 
quarterback  while  Harbuck's  daughter, 
Megan,  is  a  freshman  on  the  Lady  Eagle 
softball  team.  (Photo  by  Chris  Sherman, 
South  Alabamian.) 


'^T    Lane,  left,  and  Ashley  Hebert,  right, 
daughters  of  Alumni  Association  Vice 
President  Curt  '85  and  Virginia  Hebert  '8< 
took  time  to  visit  with  the  Dixie  Darlings 
and  Seymour  prior  to  the  football  game 
against  Arkansas  State. 


■^^   Brenda  '78  and  Billy  Walker  '80  enjoy 
the  festivities  prior  to  the  Golden  Eagle  football 
team's  participation  in  the  PapaJohns.com  Bowl. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  hove  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow 
Golden  Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to 
The  Talon,  please  send  your  information 
to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association, 
118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or 
post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included  in 
the  Spring  2008  edition  is  April  21.  All  cities 
are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 

C.J.  Pete  Taylor  '39  has  been  inducted 
in  into  the  Great  Wall  of  Rocks  at  St. 
Stanislaus  High  School. 

John  F.  Mangin  '53  recently  published  a 
collection  of  children's  short  stories  titled 
Squirt  Blossom  Jubilation. 

Jimmy  Smith  '55  of  Mendenhall  won  first 
place  in  the  Mississippi  Claycourt  Closed 
Tennis  Tournament  held  at  Diamondhead. 

Robert  T.  McLaughlin  '62  and  his  firm, 


Inverness  Financial  Group,  have  been 
recognized  as  the  largest  independently 
owned  financial  planning  and  investment 
firm  by  the  Birmingham  Business  Journal. 

John  Green  Stokes  '65  placed  second  in  a 
talent  contest  in  Starkville. 

Katie  Head  '71  has  been  awarded 
the  Florence  Nightingale  Medal  by  the 
American  Red  Cross. 

Susan  H.  Tinnon  '74,  '90  has  been 
named  vice  president  of  Human  Resources 
with  Kimble-Chase,  LLC.  Susan  and  her 
husband,  Gene  Tinnon  '61,  reside  in 
Kingsport,  Tenn. 

Mark  Cumbest  '75 

presided  at  the  Mortgage 
Advisory  Committee 
meeting  of  the  Assoc- 
iation of  Real  Estate 
License  Law  Officials  at  its 
annual  conference  in  New  York  City. 


Laren  Whiddon  '84  has  been 
named  president  and  CEO  of  DBS 
Communications  in  Chicago,  111. 

Dino  Ray  Vecchio  '86,  '92,  '01  has  been 
appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Jackson  County  School  District. 

Beth  Herring  '89  and  her  husband,  Paul, 
announce  the  Nov.  2,  2007,  birth  of  their 
twins,  John  David  and  Grace  Anne.  They 
are  welcomed  by  brother,  Brack. 

Donn  Mitchell  '90  has  been  named  senior 
vice  president  of  United  Kingdom  opera- 
tions by  Isle  of  Capri  Casinos,  Inc. 


Michael  Osborne  '90 

has  been  promoted  to 
director  of  strategic 
planning  for  container- 
board  and  cellulose  of 
Georgia-Pacific 
Monticello,  LLC. 
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Tom  Anderson  '91  has  been  appointed  senior  operations  counsel 
for  Northrop  Grumman  Corporation. 

Krista  Pope  Zoellinger  '91  and  Peter  Zoellinger  announce  the  Sept. 
7,  2007,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Annie  Reese  Zoellinger. 

2  has  retired  from  the  United  States 
Navy  as  a  lieutenant  commander,  Nurse  Corps. 

Kristen  Phillips  Kern  '93,  '94  and  Michael  Kern  announce  the 
Nov.  8,  2007,  birth  ol  their  daughter  Courtney  Elizabeth  Kern. 
She  is  welcomed  by  grandparents  Ron  Phillips'69  and  Lynn 
Phillips  70. 

Lance  LeFan  '93  and  Carla  LeFan  announce  the  November  8,  2007, 
birth  of  their  twins,  Jacob  Howard  and  Kerrigan  Jean. 

William  Kyle  Ingle  '95,  '00  received  his  doctorate  in  educational 
leadership  and  policy  from  Florida  State  University.  He  is  an 
assistant  professor  of  education  administration  at  Bowling  Green 
State  University. 

Amy  P.  Sones  '95  and  her  husband,  Bill  Sones,  announce  the 
Sept.  30,  2007,  birth  of  their  son,  William  Christopher  Sones. 
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Charles  Houser  '66  has  become  a  jack  of  all  trades. 

Houser  is  currently  serving  as  the  first  mayor 
of  Magnolia  Springs,  Ala.,  and  co-owner  and 
chairman  of  UCI  Communications.  He  also  owns 
Jesse's,  an  award-winning  restaurant,  and  River 
Management,  a  real  estate  holding  company. 

A  Gold  Level  contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign,  Houser  graduated  from  Southern  Miss 
in  1 966  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  business 
administration.  He  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  an  Eagle  Club  member. 

Among  other  work  experience,  he  was  a 
co-founder  of  NuVox  Communications,  Inc., 
specializing  in  voice,  data  and  internet  services  in 
1  8  states. 

He  was  a  co-founder  of  Seruus  Ventures,  LLC  and 
Seruus  Telecom  Fund  LP,  both  venture  capital  firms 
specializing  in  telecommunications  industry.  Houser 
was  co-founder,  chairman  and  CEO  of  Corporate 
Telemanagement  Group  Inc.,  a  telecom  company  that 
merged  with  LCI  International  Inc.,  in  1995. 

A  native  of  Alabama,  Houser  and  his  wife, 
Janie  Phillips  Houser  '65,  currently  reside  in 
Magnolia  Springs,  Ala.  They  have  three  children 
and  six  grandchildren. 

He  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Chapel  in 
Magnolia  Springs,  where  he  has  served  as  senior 
warden  and  chalice  bearer. 


Wintei  ZOOS 
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director  of  the  Office  of  Investigations  for  the  United 
States  Secret  Service.  His  areas  of  responsibility 
include  the  Criminal  Investigative  Division,  the 
Investigative  Support  Division,  the  Forensic  Services 
Division  and  all  foreign  offices  for  the  United  States 
Secret  Service.  His  experience  of  living  overseas  for 
20  years  and  his  fluency  in  several  languages  serve 
him  well  in  his  current  position.  Previously,  Merritt 
served  as  the  Special  Agent  in  Charge  of  the  Paris 
Field  Office  in  Paris,  France  from  2003  to  2005. 

Merritt  began  his  Secret  Service  career  in 
1 987  as  a  Special  Agent  assigned  to  the  Dallas 
Field  Office.  He  was  later  transferred  to  the  San 
Juan  Resident  Office,  where  he  was  assigned  from 
1 989  to  1 994,  after  which  he  was  assigned  to 
the  Presidential  Protective  Division  for  five  years. 
During  that  time,  Merritt  served  the  Bush  and 
Clinton  presidential  offices.  Following  his  protective 
assignment,  he  served  at  the  Secret  Service  James 
J.  Rowley  Training  Facility  for  two  years.  Later, 
Merritt  served  as  the  executive  assistant  to  the 
director  of  the  Secret  Service  from  2001  to  2003 
before  assuming  his  supervisory  role  in  Paris. 

A  native  of  Marianna,  Fla.,  Merritt  graduated 
from  Southern  Miss  in  1 983  with  a  degree  in 
political  science. 


Stacey  Laxenby  Malaret  '96  recently  graduated  with  a  doctoral 
degree  in  educational  leadership  from  the  University  of  Central 
Florida. 

Scott  Walker  '97  has  accepted  a  job  as  a  news  anchor  at  WESH- 
TV  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Christopher  Ladd  Hatten  '98,  '01  and  Amber  Bond  Hatten 
'00,  '01  announce  the  Sept.  12,  2007,  birth  of  their  son,  William 
Christopher  Hatten. 

Rebecca  Joanna  Timmins  '98  and  Todd  Louis  Adams  were  mar- 
ried on  July  21,  2007.  The  couple  will  reside  in  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Presley  '98  and  Kris  Walters  '00  announce  the  Nov  10,  2007, 
birth  of  their  son,  Bankston  Hayes  Walters. 

Donna  Renee  Brown  '99  has  joined  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  as  an  International  Mission 
Board  missionary. 

Capt.  Toby  Brown  '00  is  a  U-2  pilot  and  flight 
videographer  for  the  United  States  Air  Force  and  has 
flown  multiple  missions  in  support  of  Operation  Enduring  Freedom. 


Home  Equity  Loans 

Mix  the  Memories 

with  the  Modern 

Your  home:  It's  filled  with  special  memories  and  a 

warmth  that's  irreplaceable.  Still,  you  can't  help 

feeling  a  teeny  bit  jealous  of  all  the  beautiful  new 

houses  being  built  everywhere  you  look. 

With  the  help  of  a  credit  union  home  equity 

loan,  you  can  give  your  home  a  fresh  look 

without  sacrificing  the  things  you  have  grown  to 

love  about  it.  Stop  in  and  find  out  more  about 

how  we  can  help  keep  the  memories  and  have 

the  modernity  too. 


fit  I    IU  University  of  Southern  Mississip 


Fixed  rate  home  equity  loans  as  low  as  6.75% 
Discover  the  difference  membership 
makes  and  call  the  credit  union  today  at  877.876.3281 


56 


m» 


(class  notes 


Melanie  Rutland  Cantrell  '00  and  Duane 
Cantrell  '02  announce  the  May  18,  2007,  birth  of 
their  son,  Max  Allan  Cantrell. 


Heather  and  Will  Hansen  '00  announce  the 
Nov.  9,  2007,  birth  of  their  son,  William  "Alex" 
Alexander  Hansen  IV. 


Robin  Lee  Canode  '01  and  Steve  Hall  Canode  Jr.  announce  the 
Nov.  11,  2006,  birth  of  their  son  Alexander  Reed  Canode. 


Brandon  Conner  '01,  a  senior  scientist  for 
Applied  Geo  Technologies  Inc.  at  NASA's 
John  C.  Stennis  Space  Center,  was  recently 
recognized  by  NASA's  Space  Flight  Awareness 
Program  for  his  contributions  to  flight  safety. 


Martinius  Chavez  Everett  '01  and  Sophia  Loren  Everett  '05, 

6  were  married  June  f6,  2007.  The  couple  will  reside  in 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Michael  Scott  Bishop  '02  and  Rachel  Ashley  McAlister  '05  were 
married  on  October  6,  2007.  The  couple  will  reside  in  Hattiesburg. 

Yolanda  Johnson  Norman  '02  has  been  named  residence  life 
director  at  the  University  of  St.  Thomas  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Adam  Todd  '02,  '04  and  Elizabeth  Porter  '03  were  married  on 
June  23,  2007.  The  couple  will  reside  in  Hattiesburg. 

Fang  Lin  Trepagnier  '02  recently  completed  a  Master  of  Science 
degree  in  information  engineering  and  management  from 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

Jason  Paul  Lisovicz  '03  and  Virginia  Witherspoon  Lisovicz  '03  an- 
nounce the  Nov.  2,  2007,  birth  of  their  son,  Alexander  Paul  Lisovicz. 

Claire  Pitt  '03  has  been  promoted  at  R.G.  Anderson  Company  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Melissa  Carpenter  '04  is  currently  serving  as  director  and  schol- 
arship chairman  of  the  National  Association  of  Educational  Office 
Professionals  for  2008-09. 

Judy  Edwards  '04  and  Jon  Mark  Edwards  announce  the  March 
28,  2007,  birth  of  their  son,  Carter  James  Edwards. 

Ruby  Smith  '06  and  Jonathan  Smith  were  married  on  June  9, 
2007.  The  couple  will  reside  in  Lumberton. 

More  Class  Notes  on  p.  60 


iial,  Bill  Napier  '74  has  taken  the  oil 
and  gas  industry  by  storm.  Since  1994,  Napier 
and  Fairwinds  have  been  providing  project 
management  and  consulting  services  to  the  oil,  gas 
and  marine  industries  from  the  conceptual  stage  of 
projects  through  start-up  and  operations. 

In  2007,  Fairwinds  was  identified  by  Inc. 
magazine  as  one  of  the  fastest  growing  private 
companies  in  the  country.  The  company,  which  has 
offices  in  Covington,  La.,  and  Houston,  Texas,  boasts 
of  more  than  50  employees  and  revenue  of  $5.4 
million  in  2007.   Fairwinds  was  ranked  1,699  on  its 
list  of  5,000  companies  in  the  category. 

Napier  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  1 974 
with  a  bachelor's  degree  in  marine  biology.  Since 
then,  he  has  amassed  over  29  years  of  experience  in 
the  offshore  and  onshore  oil  and  gas  industry.  He  has 
been  responsible  for  projects  including  permitting, 
engineering,  project  management,  contracts, 
fabrication,  transportation  and  installation  of  onshore 
and  offshore  pipelines,  structures  and  facilities  in  both 
domestic  and  international  areas.  Prior  to  founding 
Fairwinds  International,  Napier  worked  with  Balehi 
Marine,  Inc.  from  1 992  to  1 994,  Bailey  Controls 
Company  from  1 989  to  1 992  and  McDermott 
International,  Inc.  from  1976  to  1989. 

The  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  is 
also  a  contributor  to  the  Eagle  Club. 
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Southern  Miss  Alumna  Named 
Mississippi  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Peggy  Carlisle  73  of  Pecan  Park  Elementary  School 
was  surprised  in  her  classroom  on  Oct.  23,  2007,  when  she 
learned  that  she  had  been  selected  as  a  top  teacher  in  one  of 
the  largest  teacher  recognition  programs  in  the  country. 

Carlisle  is  the  12th  annual  Wal-Mart  and  Sam's  Club 
Teacher  of  the  Year  for  Mississippi.  Pecan  Park  Elementary 
School  received  a  $10,000  educational  grant  in  Carlisle's  honor. 

In  addition  to  a  grant  for  the  school,  Carlisle  also 
received  a  personalized  Teacher  of  the  Year  leather  tote,  a 
crystal  apple  trophy,  business  cards,  a  Teacher  of  the  Year 
certificate  and  a  one -year  membership  to  Phi  Delta  Kappa 
(PDK)  International,  a  professional  education  association 
and  Wal-Mart's  partner  in  the  State  Teacher  of  the  Year 
program.  Representatives  from  PDK  selected  Carlisle  from 
among  teachers  throughout  Mississippi  for  her  contribu- 
tions to  the  field  of  education  and  to  her  school. 

Carlisle  73  and  her  husband,  York,  reside  in  Flowood. 


Robert  Ingram  Elected  Chairman  of 
Southern  Economic  Development  Council 

Robert  Ingram  70,  71  is  the  new  chairman  for  the 
Southern  Economic  Development  Council  (SEDC).  Ingram 
serves  as  the  president  and  CEO  of  the  Baldwin  County 
Economic  Development  Alliance  in  Baldwin  County,  Ala. 
Southern  Miss  alumna  Angie  Cognevich  '92,  '94  will  suc- 
ceed Ingram  as  chairman  in  2009. 

The  SEDC  is  a  900-plus  member  non-profit  organiza- 
tion composed  of  a  broad  cross-section  of  active  and  influ- 
ential economic  developers  from  business  and  industry; 
utilities;  transportation;  financial  and  education  institu- 
tions; chambers  of  commerce;  and  development  agencies. 

Ingram  has  served  the  Mississippi  economic  community  in 
various  capacities,  including  economic  development  assistant 
to  the  Southern  Miss  president,  mayor  of  the  city  of  McComb 
and  currently  the  director  of  the  Baldwin  County  Economic 
Development  Allaiance. 

A  Life  Member  and  past  president  of  the  Alumni 

Association,  Ingram  has  re- 
ceived the  Continuous  Service 
Award,  the  Outstanding 
Young  Alumnus  Award  and 
has  been  inducted  into  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  He  and 
his  wife,  Barbara,  reside  in 
Foley,  Ala.,  with  their  two 
children. 


Hewes  Elected  to  No.  2  Leadership 
Position  in  MS  Senate 


Sen.  Billy  Hewes  III  has  been  elected  president  pro 
tempore  of  the  Mississippi  state  Senate. 

Nominated  by  Lt.  Governor  and  Southern  Miss  alum- 
nus Phil  Bryant  77,  Hewes  '85  was  elected  unanimously 
by  the  senate.  The  president  pro  tempore  presides  when 
the  lieutenant  governor  is  absent.  Hewes  is  also  chairman 
of  the  Senate  Rules  Committee. 

Hewes  received  a  degree  in  business  administration 
from  Southern  Miss  in  1977.  While  at  the  University,  he 
was  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Tau  fraternity. 

Hewes  has  served  on  various  state  committees  includ- 
ing the  Highways  and  Transportation  committee,  Business 
and  Financial  Institutions,  Environmental  Protection, 
Conservation  and  Water  Resources,  Finance,  Insurance, 
Legislative  Budget,  Municipalities,  Ports  and  Marine 
Resources,  and  Public  Utilities. 

Hewes  is  past  president  of  the  Gulfport  Jaycees,  the  Gulf 
Coast  Association  of  Life  Underwriters  and  the  Harrison 
County  Alumni  Association.  Active  in  his  community,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Gulfport  Rotary  Club,  the  Gulf  Coast  Board 
of  Realtors,  Gulf  Coast  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  serves 
on  the  boards  of  the  Lynn  Meadows  Children's  Discovery 
Center  and  Gulf  Coast  Boys  &  Girls  Clubs. 

Hewes  is  a  member  of  the  American  Legislative 
Exchange  Council,  a  delegate  of  the  American  Council, 
a  delegate  of  the  American  Council  of  Young  Political 
Leaders,  a  Council  of  State  Governments  Henry  Toll 
Fellow  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  Top  40  Under  40 
business  leaders  in  Mississippi. 

Senator  Hewes  and  his  wife,  Paula,  have  four  children: 
Katie,  Sarah,  Gardner  and  Sam. 
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Katie  Head  Recognized  by  American  Red  Cross 

Katie  Head  71  was 
awarded  the  Florence 
Nightingale  Medal 
by  the  American  Red 
Cross.  The  Florence 
Nightingale  Medal 
is  awarded  to  honor 
nurses  who  have  dem- 
onstrated exceptional 
courage  and  devotion 
to  the  sick,  wounded 
and  disabled  in  times  of  war  or  peace. 

Head  has  dedicated  her  career  to  improving  health  outcomes  for  vulner- 
able populations.  Prior  to  serving  as  an  American  Red  Cross  volunteer,  Head 
worked  extensively  as  a  nurse  midwife  in  urban  and  rural  settings.  Head's  Red 
Cross  work  includes  teaching  classes  and  responding  to  local  disasters.  At 
the  national  level,  she  helped  to  establish  a  process  and  develop  training  and 
evaluation  used  for  deploying  a  healthy  work  force  during  disaster  relief  opera- 
tions. Head  is  a  current  member  of  the  Red  Cross  National  Nurses  Committee. 

Head  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with  a  bachelor  degree  in  nursing  in  1971. 


Alumna's  "Troubleshooter"  Becomes  Weekly  Show 


I 


Charla  Young's  "Troubleshooter" 
feature  on  Louisville,  Ky.-based 
WAVE-TV  has  been  syndicated  as  a 
weekly  half-hour  show. 

"Troubleshooter  Show,"  which 
chronicles  Young's  consumer  investiga- 
tions will  air  in  a  half-hour  slot  every 
Monday.  Young  '93  has  been  handling 
the  consumer  beat  for  more  than  three 
years  and  estimates  savings  of  least  $3 
million  in  that  time.  She  joined  WAVE 
in  December  2000  as  a  reporter  and 
later  as  a  weekend  anchor,  carving  out  a 
niche  as  a  consumer  advocate  in  2004. 

A  native  of  Amory,  Young  earned 
a  degree  in  radio  and  television  from 
Southern  Miss  and  also  worked  in  ra- 
dio and  television  stations  in  her  home 
state.  She  has  won  several  awards  from 
the  Associated  Press  and  the  National 
Association  of  Black  Journalists. 

She  began  her  television  career 
as  a  news  producer  at  WDAM-TV  in 
Hattiesburg  before  moving  to  the  positions 
of  reporter  and  news  anchor  for  WACR 


Radio  and  WCBI-TV  in  Columbus. 

In  addition  to  her  career  as  a  con- 
sumer advocate  reporter  and  journal- 
ist, Charla  is  proud  to  be  the  visionary 
ol  "UnityFest,"  a  project  that  strives 
to  bring  together  individuals  from  all 
races,  religions  and  social  status  for  an 
annual  community  event  and  concert. 
Young  and  her  8-year-old  son,  Tyler, 
reside  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Charla  stays  involved  in  her  commu- 
nity by  serving  as  a  board  member  with 
several  charitable  organizations.  She  is 
also  a  member  of  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha. 


Allen  Named  Weather 
Channel  Anchor/Reporter 

Natalie 
Allen  '84  is 
the  newest 
member  of 
the  Weather 
Channel's 
multi-platform 
Climate 
Initiative 
team.  Allen 
will  appear  on  "Forecast  Earth," 
the  all-weather  network's  weekly 
program  on  climate  change. 

Allen  has  been  a  broadcast 
journalist  for  23  years,  working  as 
an  award-winning  correspondent, 
news  anchor,  producer,  writer,  copy 
editor,  photographer  and  videotape 
editor.  Most  recently,  she  was  a 
news  correspondent  for  NBC  News 
and  an  MSNBC  News  anchor.  Past 
anchor  and  correspondent  work 
includes  time  with  CNN.  WFTV  in 
Orlando,  Fla..  WREG  in  Memphis. 
Tenn.,  and  KFSM  in  Ft.  Smith.  Ark. 

Allen  has  anchored  live  cover- 
age and  breaking  news  from  the 
White  House  to  battlefields  in 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East,  from 
the  courtroom  to  Capitol  Hill, 
from  hurricanes  to  massive  wild- 
fires, from  terrorist  acts  at  home  to 
wars  abroad,  and  from  presidential 
elections  to  political  scandal.  She 
has  interviewed  countless  national 
and  international  newsmakers. 
from  Henry  Kissinger  on  the 
future  of  Russia  and  Jerry  Falwell 
on  the  Moral  Majority  to  Louis 
Farrakhan  on  the  Nation  of  Islam 
and  author  J.  K.  Rowling  on  the 
Harry  Potter  phenomenon. 

A  former  Southern  Miss 
cheerleader.  Allen  received  her 
bachelor's  degree  in  radio.  TV  and 
him  in  1984,  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame,  inducted  in  2005.  Allen  has 
one  son.  Nicholas. 
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In  Memoriam 

Juanita  Warren  Goodbread  '33  of 

Temple  Terrace,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  5,  2007. 

Lillian  Johnson  Rhodes  '35  of  Jackson 

died. 

Corrine  Reed  '36  of  Tupelo  died  Nov.  19, 

2007. 

William  Henry  Ross  '42  of  Huntsville, 

Ala.,  died  Dec.  7,  2007. 

Elaine  T.  Barber  '45  of  Slidell,  La.,  died 

Nov.  23,  2007. 

Althea  Zuba  Stone  '48  of  Picayune  died 

Oct.  f  2,  2007. 

Harrison  S.  Ford  '51  of  Richmond,  Va., 

died  April  23,  2006. 

Kate  McLeod  Neel  '52  of  Elberta,  Ala  , 

died  Nov.  8,  2007. 

Stanley  X.  Bessey  '53  of  Sacramento, 

Calif.,  died  Aug.  5,2007. 

Robert  J.  Rhed  '53  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Oct.  14,  2007. 

Charles  M.  Corne  '54  of  Chapm,  S.C., 

died  Oct.  15,  2007. 

Arthur  H.  Derosier  Jr.  '54  of  Billings,  Mo 


died  Nov.  15,2007. 

James  R.  Pounds  '54  of  Laurel  died  Sept. 

9,  2006. 

Richard  Adolph  Vogel  '54  of  Saucier  died 

Oct.  6,  2007. 

Robert  G.  Millis  '57  of  Houston,  Texas, 

died  Dec.  2,  2007. 

William  E.  Carswell  Jr.  '58  of  San 

Antonio,  Texas,  died  Oct.  22,  2007. 

Jesse  Irvin  Hutchinson  '58  of  Kosciusko 

died  Oct.  31,  2007. 

Cyril  O.  Koepp  '58  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 

died  Nov.  2,  2007. 

Robert  Negrotto  '58  of  Gulfport  died 

Oct.  26,  2007. 

Gayle  B.  Kight  '60  of  Harlington,  Texas, 

died  Nov.  18,  2007. 

Kenneth  Jackson  Earnest  '62  of 

Richmond,  Va.,  died  Oct.  13,  2007. 

Harold  Luther  Nations  '62  of  Brookhaven 

died  Nov.  1,  2007. 

Betty  Gillis  Cooley  '63  of  Hattiesburg 

died  Oct.  28,  2007 

Walter  P.  Neel  Jr.  '64  of  Mobile,  Ala  , 


died  Dec.  3,  2007. 

Clarke  Hudson  '65,  '67  of  DeLand,  Fla  , 

died  Dec.  2,  2007. 

Maybelle  Rose  Cagle  '68  of  Clinton  died 

Oct.  23,  2007. 

Peter  Beasley  Venable  '68  of  Ozark,  Ala., 

died  Sept.  20,  2007. 

Martin  T.  Hebler  '69  of  Vicksburg  died 

Oct.  9,  2007. 

Henry  Zizzi  Jr.  '69  of  Natchez  died  Oct. 

28,  2007. 

Francis  Joseph  "Frank"  Campbell  '70  of 

Vicksburg  died  Nov.  23,  2007. 

Lauren  Bruce  Coats  '70  of  Montgomery, 

Ala.,  died  Nov.  5,  2007. 

Alice  G.  Hurst  '70  of  McComb  died  Nov. 

11,2007. 

Mary  Margaret  Childree  '71  of  Durham, 

N.C.,  died  Sept.  7,  2007. 

Jeremiah  J.  O'Keefe  IV  '71  of  Ocean 

Springs  died  Dec.  3,  2007. 

William  R.  Whitley  '71  of  Shreveport,  La., 

died  Nov.  25,  2007. 
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We'ove  our  dear  old  College 
^  love  her  very  „ame 
Andwewfll  work  with  ghdness 

Town  for  her  the  fame 

J^she  so  justly  merits 
F°';a'^e  changes  wrought 
Inb»y*  and  girls  who  daily 
Have,  through  her    l 

fc    her'  k»"wledge  sought. 

^fl°wers,ove  the  sunshine 

Wh-ch  comes  i„  early  spring 
And  makes  the  world  in  ff|aw 
T°  its  Creator  sing,  * 

^s  children  ,ove  their  mother 
Wherever  they  mav  l)e 

So  we  will  love  forever 
Our  dear  old  M.  N.  C. 

-M.  D.  DUNLAP. 


ASHBACK 
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"Our  Dear  Old  M.N.C/' 

by  M.  D.  Dunlap,  one  of 

the  original  students  at 

Mississippi  Normal  College. 

(Neka  Camon,  1915) 
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"Shiloh  and  Corinth:  SentineL 
of  Stone" 

Timothy  Isbell  '83 
1 76  pages,  $40.00 
University  Press  of 
Mississippi,  2007 

"Shiloh  and  Corinth: 
Sentinels  of  Stone,"  examines  tf 
brave  deeds  performed  by  soldiers  of  the  North  and  South  during 
the  Civil  War.  More  than  90  striking  photographs  and  accompany- 
ing histories  bring  the  battlefields  to  life,  from  Shiloh  and  Savannah, 
Tenn.,  to  luka  and  Corinth,  Miss.  The  book  chronicles  the  deaths  of 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  the  first  victories  of 
Ulysses  S.  Grant's  military  career,  the  failures  of  Earl  Van  Dorn,  the 
torment  of  William  Rosecrans,  and  the  angst  of  Sterling  Price. 

Timothy  Isbell  of  Gulfport  is  a  photojournalist  with  the  2006 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  Sun  Herald  in  Biloxi.  He  is  a  former  photo- 
journalist-in-residence  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
a  Knight  Foundation/National  Endowment  of  the  Arts  recipient  for 
his  photographic  study  of  the  Vietnamese  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast.  Isbell  is  the  author  and  photographer  of  "Gettysburg: 
Sentinels  of  Stone,"  and  "Vicksburg:  Sentinels  of  Stone." 
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10  to  4,  Brett  Favre's 

ourney  from  Rotten  Bayou  to  the  Top 

he  NFL" 

Aark  McHale,  with  Brett  Favre  and 


Stephens 

pages,  $19.95 

o  Publishing  Group,  2007 

st  when  we  think  everything  has 
already  been  written  about  Brett  Favre 
that  can  be,  here  comes  this  informative  and  revealing 

the  recruitment  of  Brett  Favre  to  The  University  of  South. 

and  his  early  days  at  the  University.  The  book  contains  enlightenment 
about  this  great  quarterback.  Mark  McHale,  the  then-assistant  football 
coach  who  recruited  Brett  to  Southern  Miss  does  an  outstanding  job 
of  recalling  details  in  writing.  If  you  are  a  football  fan,  a  sports  fan,  or 
a  fan  of  the  extraordinary  human  spirit,  you  will  want  to  read  "10  to 
4,  Brett  Favre's  Journey  from  Rotten  Bayou  to  the  Top  of  the  NFL" 

Mark  McHale  was  an  offensive  coach  at  Southern  Miss  from 
1986  to  1996.  During  his  decade  with  the  Golden  Eagles,  he 
served  as  offensive  line  coach  and  offensive  coordinator.  With 
more  than  33  years  coaching  experience,  McHale  is  currently  the 
offensive  line  coach  at  Florida  State  University. 
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Share  the  milestones  in  your  life  with  other 

Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  be  a  part  of  the 

classnotes  section  of  The  Talon,  please  fill  out 

this  form  and  mail  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
118  College  Drive  #50 13 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

or  e-mail  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 
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Ernest  C.  Garvin  '72  of  Heidelberg  died 

Oct.  28,  2007. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Truss  '72  of  Houston, 

Texas,  died  Oct.  8,  2007. 

James  Michael  McGehee  '73  of  Atlanta, 

Ga.,  died  Oct.  27,  2007. 

Kenneth  David  Ranney  '73  of  Madison 

died  May  26,  2006. 

Doris  Honea  Allen  '74  of  Jackson  died 

Nov.  7,  2007. 

Cheryl  Sommer  '76  of  Bettendorf,  Iowa 

died  Nov.  19,  2007. 

Magherita  lannuzzi  Patrick  '77  of 

Hattiesburg  died  Nov.  14,  2007. 

James  M.  Rose  '77  of  Weaver,  Ala.,  died 

Oct.  29,  2007. 

Sandra  Willis  Smith  '83  of  Ocala,  Fla., 

died  Dec.  20,  2007. 

Mary  L.  "Tee  Mary"  Brown  '85  of 

Theodore,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  3,  2007. 

Jimmie  H.  Lewis  '86  of  Gulfport  died  Oct. 

30,  2007. 

Alan  Duval  Parker  '91  of  Thomasville, 

N.C.,  died  Oct.  31,2007. 


Maureen  Elizabeth  Rooks  '92  of 

Edmond,  Okla.,  died  Nov.  1,  2007. 

William  Walter  Vaughn  David  '94  of 

Ocean  Springs,  Ala.,  died  Oct.  10,  2007. 

Debbie  E.  Hebert  '94  of  Ocean  Springs 

died  Oct.  30,  2007. 

Jennifer  Dale  Steckler  '03  of  Natchez 

died  Nov.  6,  2007. 

Ruby  Littrell  Carson  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Oct.  19,  2007. 

Robert  Dickinson  III  of  Petal  died  Nov.  15, 2007 

Juanita  W.  Goodbread  of  Tampa,  Fla  , 

died  Nov.  5,  2007. 

Simon  Edward  Le  of  Biloxi  died  Nov.  26, 

2007. 

JoAnne  Frost  Sims  of  Hattiesburg  died 

Nov.  4,  2007. 

Nevis  E.  Speights  Jr.  of  Prentiss  died  Nov. 

6,  2007. 

William  E.  Swyers  of  Baton  Rouge,  La., 

died  Nov.  25,  2007. 


A  pinch  of  Hattiesburg. 
A  dash  of  black  &  gold. 


You  can  now  bring  it  all  to  your  kitchen. 


"Southern  Seasons,"  is  a  new  coffee-table 
cookbook  featuring  140  new  recipes  by 
alumnus  and  renowned  chef  Robert  St. 
John  and  59  watercolors  of  Mississippi 
artist  Wyatt  Waters. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  now  have  the 
opportunity  to  purchase  a  limited  edition 
of  the  book,  featuring  Waters'  watercolor 
of  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration 
Building  and  a  special  gift — a  signed 
print  of  this  unique  work  of  art. 

Cost  of  each  book  is  $50  (plus  $7  shipping  and  han- 
dling).  Order  yours  today  by  clicking  the  "Give  Now' 
button  at  usm.edu/foundation,  or  by  calling 
the  University  Foundation  at  601.266.5602. 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 
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Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  form 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 
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Buik  in  1957,  $10,000  for  the  chapel  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
was  donated  by  the  Danforth  family  of  St.  Louis,  owners  of  the  Purina 
cereal  and  pet  food  company.  Matching  funds  of  $25,000  were  raised 
primarily  through  donations  trom  faculty,  staff  and  students.  The 
chapel's  stained  glass  windows  were  added  in  1987. 

Each  window  is  designed  to  represent  one  of  seven  virtues:  Faith, 
Hope,  Chanty,  Justice,  Fortitude,  Temperance  and  Prudence.  In  dedi- 
cating the  windows,  University  President  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  said:  "It's 
a  happy  moment  for  me  to  see  these  windows  in  the  chapel.  We  have 
wanted  them  for  years.  The  themes  of  the  windows  are  so  appropriate 
for  the  campus  and  the  artwork  is  truly  of  high  quality." 

Six  of  the  windows  were  donated  by  individuals  or  families  from 
Hattiesburg  area:  the  Bobby  Collins  family;  Sandra  R.  Landry  and  her 
mother,  Doris  H.  Rickner;  Bob  and  Judy  Mixon;  the  Rhian  family; 
Doris  Lorraine  Hitt  Rhian;  and  the  Thomson  family.  The  seventh 
window  was  funded  by  anonymous  donations  and  dedicated  to  the 
honor  of  Dr.  John  Nau,  who  was  most  responsible  for  securing  funds 
lor  the  windows. 

Alumni  and  friends  who  wish  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  chapel 
can  contact  Barbara  Ross  at  Barbara.Ross@usm.edu  or  601.266.4396. 


Photo  by  Danny  Rawls    69.     80 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bankof  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard "  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  1.800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF. 


%U@$U 


rt '  -y'rai 


(gyrmtm//  'iJ'ruit/iHi  a txt  ■  -framing 

Printing  and  Flaming.  For  more  information. 
call  1.866.418.0320. 


DiplomaDisplay" 


On  Campus  Marketing 
Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  information 
or  to  order,  call  1 .866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 

C.fT^,  Book  Mart 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  excursions  for  South- 
em  Miss  alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


Liberty 
Mutual 


MARSH 


Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560.  ALUM  (2586). 


SOUTHERN  MISS 

TRiViA 


1.  Marc  Maddox  hit  53  home  runs  for  the  Golden  Eagles 
from  2003  to  2006. 

2.  Darrell  Lindsey  won  29  games  from  1985  to  1988. 

3.  The  2003  Golden  Eagle  team  went  47-16  and  hosted 
an  NCAA  Regional. 

4.  Wilson  Plunkett  actually  hit  over  .400  twice  in  his 
Southern  Miss  career,  hitting  .405  in  1973.  Other 
Golden  Eagles  to  hit  over  .400  for  a  season  include 
Tommy  Davis  (.409  in  1994),  Michael  Artman  (.408 
in  1999),  Jarrett  Hoffpauir  (.405  in  2004)  and  Jeremy 
Schied  (.402  in  1997). 

5.  Hill  Denson,  for  whom  the  field  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  is 
named,  won  468  games  (against  386  losses  and  two  ties) 
from  1984  to  1997  Current  head  coach  Corky  Palmer, 
who  began  his  tenure  in  1998,  entered  2008  second  on 
the  all-time  list  with  376  wins  (against  233  defeats). 

HOW'D   YOU    SCORE? 


C.A.R.D 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association's  C.A.R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership 
card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is 
designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association 
and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Big  Buck  Sports 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

Brownstone's  LLC 

Caliente  Grille 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Hawthorn  Suites 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 
King  Photography 
Kitchen  Table 
Lance  Computer  Systems 
Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 
Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 
More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 
Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 
Oak  Grove  Rental 
Outback  Storage  Co. 
Owen's  Business  Machines 
Parris  Jewelers 
Pine  Burr  Country  Club 
Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 
Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 
Signs  First  * 
Simmons  Furniture 
Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 
Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Touchstone  Dental  Care 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 


10%  discount  on  ony  rug  purchase 
10%  discount  on  total  purchases 
10%  off  merchandise  (firearms  and  sale  items  excluded) 
20%  discount  on  any  service 
20%  discount  on  entrees 
10%  off  of  total  purchase 
10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 
10%  off  rack  rate 
10%  off  rack  rate 

20%  discount  on  ony  delivery  order 
15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 
$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 
20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 
$100  discount  on  mortgage  loon  closing  costs 
5%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 
0%  off  rack  rate 

0%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 
regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  lire  Members 
we  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 
'0%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 
0%  discount  on  ony  purchase 
0%  discount  on  total  purchases 
0%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 
0%  discount  on  total  purchases 
20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 
0%  discount  on  all  purchases 
0%  discount  on  all  sales 
0%  discount  on  all  purchases 
0%  discount  on  selected  items 
0%  discount  on  rental  items /not  valid  with  other  offer 
%  discount  on  rental 
0%  discount  on  selected  items 
0%  discount  on  oil  items 
$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 
>250  closing  cost  discount 

5%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 
5%  discount  on  $outhern  Miss-related  signs 
0%  discount  on  all  items 

:ree  20  oz.  Drink  or  $lush  with  purchase  ofil  or  #2  Burger 
'%  discount  on  flooring, 
0%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 
0%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-and-carry  excluded) 
0%  discount  on  total  purchase  (sale  items  excluded) 
0%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 
0%  discount  on  dental  services 
0%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 
on  oil  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 
0%  discount  on  oil  purchases  (cosh  and  carry  only) 
$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 
'  00  off  game  day  party  subs 
0%  off  total  bill 


All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
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Family  entertainment 

that's  just  so  exciting 


HUBfest 

An  arts  and  heritage  street  festival 
March  29  •  Historic  Downtown 

Live  After  Five 

Spring  outdoor  concert  series 
today  Nights  in  April  •  Historic  Downtown 

Spring  Art  Walk 

Music  and  art-themed  street  party 
April  26  •  Historic  Downtown 


Grease 

lattiesburg  Civic  Light  Opera  production 
May  8-11  •  Saenger  Theater 


Golden  Dragon  Acrobats 

World-renowned  Oriental  acrobatics 
May  25  •  Saenger  Theater 


866.4-HATTIE  •  Tisithattie.com 
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n  Miss  Symphony  Orchestra 
jale  Concert  of  HUBfest 
•  Saenger  Theater 
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Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 


GET  BACK 
N  THE  GAME 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
118  College  Drive,  #5013 


Sports  Medicine 


HATTIESBURG  CLINIC 


Orthopaedic  Surgery 
601.268.5630 

Thomas  Baylis,  MD 
David  Bomboy,  MD 
Jeffrey  Burns,  MD 
Brian  Humpherys,  MD 
Bruce  McCarthy,  MD 
Michael  Weaver,  MD 
Raymond  Whitehead,  MD 
Stewart  Williford,  MD 

Physical  Medicine  &  Rehabilitation 

601.579.5430 

Barbara  Barnard,  DO 

Primary  Care  Sports  Medicine 
601.268.5630 

Michael  Landers,  DO 
Billy  Windham,  FNP 

Sports  Medicine 

601.579.5406 

Athletic  Event  Coverage 

Preseason  Sports  Screenings 

Access  to  Sports  Medicine  Trained  Physicians 

Complete  Athletic  Healthcare 

Community  Based  Primary  Care  Clinics 


4 1 5  South  28th  Avenue 

Hattiesburg,  MS 

601.579.5406 

www.hattiesburgclinic.  com 


JggjjjjyF  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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